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New York
SAF Surveys
Forester
Licensing and
Certification

(Extracted from the Summer 1998 issue
of The New York Forester)

Results of the (member) survey
distributed by Herb Boyce’s Ad Hoc
Committee on Forester Licensing and
Certification indicate 82.2% of
respondents favored some form of
forester credentialing — 7.1% were
opposed, and 10.8% were unsure at the
present time. A total of 251 usable
surveys were returned out of 581
mailed, or a response rate of 43.2%.

There was much less agreement on
how to credential foresters. Voluntary
certification/registration by NYSAF or
National SAF was favored by 53% of
respondents. All others were opposed
(to this form).

Preference for certification
standards was also queried. 95%
favored minimum education
requirements — 60.6% favored 4-yr.
degrees while 32.7% favored 2-yr
associate degrees and 89% favored SAF
accreditation for educational programs.

72% favored a minimum number
of years (experience) before
certification; 69% favored initial exams
and 56% favored peer review. The
strongest objections were raised over
the peer review standards — objected to
by 15% of the respondents. Periodic
exams were the only ones not favored
by a majority with only 45% agreeing or
strongly agreeing.

One final issue regarded the
question of the need to develop a legal
definition of a forester; 79.7% favored
the development of a legal definition
by SAF.

The Ad Hoc Committee will be
developing final recommendations to
the Executive Committee by fall and the
winter meeting will then focus on
forester licensing/certification to try to
determine the direction NYSAF will
take in this matter. 4

Allegheny Summer Meeting
Explores Forestry at the Edge:
The Urban/Rural Interface

By Terry Hoffman, Chair, Valley Forge SAF Chapter

Seventy-five members attended the 2-day meeting at the Holiday Inn in King
of Prussia. An excellent array of speakers made presentations at the Monday
afternoon indoor session. We heard how quickly growth is eroding the working
farm and forest lands around the major metropolitan areas on the east coast and
how that is creating new natural resource management problems. Adaptive
wildlife populations are rapidly expanding and require new control techniques.

Wilbur Welf and Dr. James Finley explained how forest harvesting is often
hampered by local townships adopting engineer developed harvesting ordinances.
The supervisors often ignore recommended ordinances as presented by Allegheny
SAF members. We need more members to meet with township officials to help get
good forestry based regulations used. Wilbur and Jim can provide good examples.

To respond to the loss of open space, many existing and new land trusts are
acquiring or accepting conservation easements. These organizations are playing a
key role that often is not well recognized. The positive effects of forested riparian
buffers on water quality and aquatic ecosystems were described by Bernard
Sweeny of the Stroud Water Research Center. Riparian forests reestablishment is
a major part of the Chesapeake Bay Project and the Governors of VA, MD and PA
have pledged to reforest 2,020 miles of riparian areas by the year 2020, with a
focus on the Susquehanna River watershed.

The aftemoon ended with a panel including a Toll Brothers Development
Vice-President, a township supervisor, and a Trout Unlimited activist. Township
officials are the keys to controlled growth and future natural resource
management. Compromises will be made that meet all of society demands. The
quality of the decisions will depend on the knowledge of the township officials.
SAF members must find a way to meet this challenge. If we don’t, who will?

At the evening banquet, members and families were treated to an outstanding
evening with George Washington. Character actor Bill Sommerfield of the
American Historical Theatre kept the audience’s full attention for over an hour as
he told us about George and his life. He was so mesmerizing that we had to keep
telling ourselves, “He is just an actor!” Bill has been playing this part since he was
selected by the Supreme Court Chief Justice to play the role for the 1976
Bicentennial.

Tuesdays field trips illustrated the many ways resource managers are working
to restore ecosystems and control invasive exotic plant species. At the end of the
day, the two field trips combined at Valley Forge National Historic Park to hear
Dr. Louis Magnarelli of the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station talk
about the latest findings in tick borne diseases. The bad news is that there are
several more significant diseases in addition to Lyme disease. The good news is
that these diseases can all be easily cured with early identification and medical
treatment. Foresters need to learn all they can about these diseases and practice
common sense precautions when in the field (14 of the members present or
someone in their family had had Lyme disease or other tick-related diseases).

A tour of Valley Forge with Park Resource Manager Brian Lambert
generated good questions and discussion about the National Park Service
philosophy on managing the cultural and natural resources of the park in concert
with social perceptions and problems. The day ended with a barbecue picnic at
Fenimore Woods before we all went our separate ways. Thank you Conference
Chairman Bruce Arnold, the Chapter members on the planning team, and all those
that came to join us for the two days. We had fun showing you a part of our
world and forestry in southeastern Pennsylvania. 4\

A photo spread of the Summer Meeting can be found on page 15. Ed.
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Coming Eve?nvts_‘f’- -

November

11-13  PA Biological Survey Conference,
“Congerving Pennsylvania’s Natural Diversity:
Creating a Cooperative Framework for
Action”, Ramada Inn-Market Square,
Harrisburg, PA (814) 865-8301 or
www.cas.psu.edu/docs/casconf/forestd.html

December A '
15 Deadline for articles and pictures for the
Winter 98-99 Issue of The Allegheny News

Febraury 1999 - '

17-18  Allegheny SAF Winter Meeting, West Virgxma ;
Put it on your calendar now... more to come!

March ,

1§ Deadline for articles and pictures for the
Winter 98-99 Issue of The Allegheny News

Future National SAF Conventions

September 11-15, 1999  Portland, Oregon
November 16-21, 2000  Washington, DC
F.A.R.M.S.
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Allegheny SAF

Commiittee Chairs
Auditing* Membership*
Ronald J. Sheay Mike Lester
1628 Prospect Street RRI, Box 268

Trenton, NJ 08638
(h) 609-771-8301

Awards*
Kenneth W. Jolly
1398 Primrose Road
Annapolis, MD 21403
(0) 301-464-3065

Communications*
Charles J. Newlon
2 Irving Lane
Wallingford, PA 19086
(0) 302-739-5195
(h) 610-872-6019

Continuing Forestry
Education Coordinator*
Mark Vodak
PO Box 231 Cook College
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, NJ 08903
(0) 732-932-8243
(h) 609-758-9449
(H 732-932-3222
vodak@aesop.rutgers.edu

Forest Health and
Productivity (ad hoc)
Kurt W. Gottschalk
USDA Forest Service Lab
180 Canfield Street
Morgantown, WV 26505
(o) 304-285-1598
(h) 412-627-4161

Forest History (ad hoc)
Ronald J. Sheay
1628 Prospect Street
Trenton, NJ 08638
(h) 609-771-8301

Foresters Fund (ad hoc)
Mike Brown
PO Box 273
Clayton, DE 19938
(0) 302-739-4811
(h) 302-653-4218

Forest Science Coordinator*

Mary Ann Fajvan
Div. of Forestry WVU
PO Box 6125
Morgantown, WV 26506
(0)304-293-3411
(h)304-892-4515

Springyville, PA 18844
(0)717-833-3194
(h)717-965-2752

Nominations*
Timothy A. Kaden
724 Green Winged Trail
Camden, NJ 19934
(0)302-739-3423
(h)302-697-7066
(£)302-739-3817
tkaden@state.de.us

Policy & Legislative (PLAN)*
Timothy A. Kaden
724 Green Winged Trail
Camden, DE 19934
(0) 302-739-4811
(h) 302-697-7066

Program*
Douglas Ostergard
PO Box 284
South Main Street
Pleasantville, PA
(0)814-589-7143
(h)814-589-714
(£)814-484-7563

Student Coordinating (ad hec)
Kim C. Steiner
Forest Resources Lab
Penn State University
University Park, PA 16802
(o) 814-865-9351
(h) 814-234-8754

Student Quiz Bowl
Steven F. Resh
Allegany College of MD
12401 Willowbrook Rd.
Cumberland, MD 21502
(0)301-784-5307
(h)301-722-2834

Tellers*
Kenneth W. Jolly
1398 Primrose Road
Annapolis, MD 21403
(o) 301-464-3065
(h) 410-626-2845

*Standing Committees
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Allegheny Society of American Foresters

Officers
Chairman Chairman-Elect Secretary/Treasurer Past Chairman
Mark R. Webb Michael B. Lester Susan E. Lacy Timothy A. Kaden
11021 US Route 6 RR 1, Box 268 1713 Kings Highway 724 Green Winged Trail
Union City, PA 16438 Springville, PA 18844 Coatesville, PA 19320 Camden, DE 19934
(0) 814-663-5393 (0) 717-833-3194 (0) 610-975-4134 (0) 302-739-3423
() 814-663-4008 (h) 717-965-2752 (h) 610-383-7144 (h) 302-697-7066
(f) 717-833-6180 (f) 610-975-4200 (f) 302-739-3817
mclester7@aol.com tkaden@state.de.us
Executive Committee
Kurt W. Gottschalk Kenneth W. Jolly Kenneth C. Kane Susan Stout
USFS Science Lab 1398 Primrose Road 103 Tionesta Avenue 19 Park Street
180 Canfield Street Annapolis, MD 21403 Kane, PA 16735-1236 North Warren, PA 16365
Morgantown, WV 26505 (o) 301-464-3065 (o) 814-837-9391 (0) 814-563-1040
(0) 304-285-1598 (h) 410-626-2845 (h) 814-837-8357 (h) 814-726-2023
(h) 412-627-4161 (f) 301-464-0462 () 814-563-1048
(f) 304-285-1505
. . Council Representative
Executive Director John Heissenbuttel
Jack Winieski American Forest & Paper Association
PO Box 699 1111 19th Street NW, Suite 800
Dillsburg, PA 17019-0699 Washington, DC 20036
(0) 717-432-3646; (h) 717-432-3646 (o) 1-800-878-8878; (h) 703-329-7889
(f) 717-432-3646 (f) 202463-2708
ansaf@paonline.com john_heissenbuttel@afandpa.org
Division Chairs
Maryland/Delaware New Jersey Pennsylvania West Virginia
Jack L Perdue William F. Brash, Jr. Robert J. LaBar Barbara Breshock
5112 Main Street 5 Wildwood Way 3070 Hemlock Farms General Delivery
Grasonville, MD 21638 Freehold, NJ 07728 802 Mustang Court MacArthur, WV 25873
(0) 410-260-8505 (0) 609-586-9603 Hawley, PA 18428 (0) 304-256-6775
(f) 410-260-8595 (h) 908-462-0675 (0) 7117-775-9741 (h) 304-934-6777
jperdue@dnr.state.md.us (h) 717-775-9741 (f) 304-256-6948
Chapter Chairs
Keystone Northern Hardwood Pinchot Plateau
Charles R. Brown Ned Karger Paul Kowalczyk Christopher Nowak
RD 6, Box 6179 305 Kinzua Avenue RD 2, Box 44 Forestry Sciences Laboratory
Orchard Road Kane, PA 16735 Hawley, PA 18428 PO Box 928
Spring Grove, PA 17362 (o) 814-837-6941 (0) 717-226-9488 Warren, PA 16365
(0) 717-225-4711 (h) 814-837-6819 (h) 717-226-9488 (o) 814-563-1040
(h) 717-225-1461 (h) 814-726-1574
Rothrock Valley Forge Western Gateway
Gary N. Rutherford Terry Hoffman Gary Sheridan
5545 State Route 103 South 14 Killdeer Lane RD 1, Box 138-B
McVeytown, PA 17051 Downingtown, PA 19335 Acme, PA 15610
(o) 814-643-2340 (0) 610-975-4143 (0) 724-834-6500, ext. 152
(h) 717-899-7281 (h) 610-458-0480 (h) 724-593-6974
(f) 814-643-6304 (f) 610-975-4177 (f) 724-834-3794

thoffiman@nena.org



