
































On The Haitian-Dominican Border: Peace Corps 1966

By Alex Day, Returned PCV, Dominican Republic X/if

From my lofty perch atop a 35-foot pine tree in the
Central Mountain Range, I could see the Artibonite River
canyon several miles below. It was July 1966 and my
Dominican friends and I were looking for mature Western
Caribbean pines (Pinus occidentalis) with green cones in
their crowns. Hopefully we would find some that could be
climbed easily.

The Artibonite River marks the boundary between the
Dominican Republic and Haiti. Not that this political
frontier really needs a physical feature to mark its location,
since the stark difference in appearance between the two
countries defines the boundary very well. The Dominican
side is verdant, forested and appears prosperous. The
Haitian side is barren, parched and completely devoid of
any sign of human activity. If you looked carefully with
binoculars, you could see a mud-colored Haitian guard hut
on a small rise above the river canyon opposite the
Dominican village of Banica. The occupants of the hut
probably were dozing peacefully inside during the heat of
the day. On the Dominican side in the village of Banica,
kids played in the streets, wash was drying on fences and
beans were cooking in pots all over town. It was mid-day.

As a Peace Corps forester, I was one of several
volunteers working on a pine seed collecting assignment in
the western part of the Dominican Republic. The pine
seeds we collected were to be used for reforestation
projects on denuded areas which were the result of
massive illegal timber harvesting. Working with our
Dominican counterparts, we located stands of Western
Caribbean pine and searched their tops for green cones.
By contracting with the local Dominican farmers, we were
able to get the green cones collected for DR$2.00/bushel
(not a bad deal for the farmers whose normal wage was
less than DR$1.00/day). Most farmers could pick several
bushels of green cones a day we discovered later.

The Dominican Republic in the decade of the sixties
was going through dramatic changes. The country went
from dictatorial rule to the first free non-arranged election,
to a bloody revolution and subsequent intervention by the
US armed forces and the Organization of American States
(OAS), to a shaky interim appointed government, and
finally to another freely elected government by 1969.

Almost all the political upheavals and inter-faction
violence took place in the cities and, while ruling
coalitions were being toppled and new governments
installed, the folks in the countryside were having a
hey-day cutting public trees on the public lands.

The tree of choice for this illicit activity was the
native Western Caribbean pine. The peasants -spurred to
cut the trees by incentive payments by folks from the cities
- felled and bucked them to length with axes; sawed the
logs into lumber with two-man pit saws; and loaded the
lumber on stake-body trucks for the trip to Santo

Domingo, the capital city. There it was sold to lumber
yards and then retailed for home construction at the
equivalent of $.50 per board foot! The opportunity for a
fast peso proved to be more temptation than a lot of people
cold resist. To get rich, all one needed was a sturdy five
ton truck, a driver and helper. A fortune could be made in
short order. Heavily laden lumber trucks travelled at
night. Payoffs to the authorities at check points were
commonplace. What could be easier?

There were supposed to be controls in effect that
prevented anyone but the government foresters from
marketing trees but these went out-the window during the
numerous government changes and shake-ups.

Western Caribbean pine is a native tree of the island
of Hispaniola and also to eastern Cuba. It occurs in mixed
and pure stands from the lowlands up to 10,000 foot
elevations in the Central Mountain Range. The wood is
quite pitchy and is very similar to our native pitch and
southern pines. Locally the wood is used for home siding,
cheap furniture, boxes, and an array of unique uses, not the
least of which is fat-wood for igniting charcoal cooking
fires. Fat-wood is an important item for almost all rural
Dominicans, who shop for it in the same market where
they purchase the daily staples of beans, rice and green
plantains (pl4tanos).

The mountain areas being denuded by illicit timber
cutting, as well as by itinerant farmers (conuqueros), were
of great concern to the government authorities. So it was
that the Dominican Secretary of Agriculture, with the
advice of his staff and foresters in the US Agency for
International Development (US/AID), directed that a
major effort be made to reforest the bare areas with pine.
The stated reason, as I recall, was to use the trees to
protect several large active watersheds whose usefulness
was being threatened by over-cutting and the resultant
€rosion.

Collecting the mature pine cones, extracting, cleaning
and refrigerating the seed was.the first part of what turned
out to be a real international reforestation effort. US/AID
requested that the head of the silviculture research branch
of the US Forest Service Washington Office, Charles
Rindt, come to the Dominican Republic for a month of
temporary duty. Charlie was to instruct us on pine cone
harvesting, handling, and storage procedures. He came
immediately; liked the country, the work and the people so
much he extended his stay to six months. The Dominican
and Peace Corps foresters tackled the logistics of
collecting, hauling, sorting and drying over 500 bushels of
cones. Collections were made from the western, middle
and eastern mountain range by different groups. When the
project was completed six months later, we had over one
hundred pounds of cleaned seed.

(continued on page 12)
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(continued from page 10)

It was the first time in the history of the country that
the seed of Pinus occidentalis had ever been collected!
Several pounds were shipped to the USFS Southern Seed
Laboratory in Macon, GA for germination tests and

storage. The rest was put into refrigerated storage in Santo

Domingo until the reforestation projects were started.
With my Peace Corps term of service completed in
January of 1967, I left the country and came back to the
United States. Later reports from Peace Corps foresters
who remained in the Dominican Republic indicated that

direct seeding was being attempted, however, it was not
immediately successful. Reforestation using
nursery-grown pine seedlings was more successful.

Today, 1994, the Peace Corps still needs foresters -
and other specialists - not only for reforestation and
nursery operations but also on other types of projects all
over the globe. If you really want to do something that
will change the world for the better, try the Peace Corps.
You’ll most certainly make a difference wherever you
serve - in your own life and career! I tried itin 1965in
the Dominican Republic, and I know it made a
difference. A

PROGRAM
Wednesday, August 3
10:00 am. - 3:00 p.m.
REGISTRATION
Facilitator - Delmar Yoder (WVU)
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
“Why Not Sustained Yield Management”
William Gillespie (WV State Forester, retired)
‘Ecosystem Management, Why Should We Do it?"
Al Sample (American Forests)
6:00 p.m.
Cutdoor BBQ with live WV music serenade

Thursday, August 4
8:30-9:15am.
‘Ecological Classification”
Bob Bailey (U.S. Forest Service)
9:15-10:00 am.
“Ecosystem Management in an Industry Context”
Sharon Haines (International Paper Company)
10:00 a.m. BREAK
10:15- 11:00 am.
“Ecosystem Management on Non-industrial Private
Land’ - Keith Argow (Nat! Woodland Owners Assoc.)
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
“‘Eco Wrap-up” - Delmar Yoder (WVU)
12:00 Noon LUNCH
1:30 - 400 p.m.
Harper's Ferry Historical and Forestry Tour
5:00 p.m. DINNER
6:00 p.m. - ? - Enjoy Harper's Ferry

Friday, August 5
9:00 - 10:00 a.m.
*Having an Open Mind” - Delmar Yoder (WVU)
10:00 -11:00 am.
What's Going on in the Allegheny Divisions
Division Chairs
12:00 Noon ADJOURN AND LUNCH

SPECIAL NOTE: A Silent Auction will be sponsored by
Maryland/Delaware Division with all proceeds going to
their Division. Anyone having items for the Auction
should contact John Jastrzembski at 410-721-6039

REGISTRATION FOR 1994
SAF SUMMER MEETING
SAF Member @s%50 $
(After June 15)
Student @310 $
Spouse No Charge

One-Day Attendance @$25 §$
TOTAL ENCLOSED $

Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Telephone ( )
Mail Registration to: Mike Hall
WVU Extension

112A Bell Street
Webster Springs, WV 26288
Make checks payable to: WV Division SAF

Extra, Extra, Extra... Meeting
Savings at Mountaintop Inn!

The WV SAF Division has been advised by the
Mountaintop Inn in Harpers Ferry, WV that additional
special rates are being offered to attendees at the
Allegheny SAF Summer Meeting, August 3-5, 1994.

SAF package cost:

$65 per person per day (includes room and 3 meals)
Spouses* are $7 for lodging and $26 for 3 meals per day
Children under 10* are $3 for lodging and $13 for

3 meals/day

* New rates for spouses and children
Call today and make reservations if these rates change

your mind about a family get-away in conjunction with the
Summer meeting (1-800-338-8319). A
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the Society’s first female President. The National Office
of the Society of American Foresters is striving to become
a major participant in the national forest policy arena, and
to act as a facilitator in discussions centering around
natural resources policy issues impacting the forestry
profession. This has not happened overnight, however all
of this progressive change has come about as a result of
the membership’s desire to develop and maintain the
Society of American Foresters’ role as the premier
professional forestry association in the world.

The Society of American Foresters is comprised of
18,180 INDIVIDUAL members, bound by a common
ideology of professionalism and sound forest stewardship,
who have subscribed to a code of ethics with a land ethic
as its paramount canon. The governance of our Society is
executed through a constitution firmly ensconced in
democratic theory. Your viewpoints and ideologies on
issues concerning the forestry profession should manifest
themselves in the Society’s policies and positions through
the members elected to serve you. The fourteen member
Council of your peers consists of the President,
Vice-President, Immediate Past-President and eleven
Council members, one from each of the Society of
American Foresters voting districts. You have elected
these individuals to represent you, and for them to lead
effectively and in accordance with the wishes of the
membership, YOU must give them guidance.

In short, paying your dues and attending meetings is
not enough. You have a duty and obligation as a
professional forester to actively participate and take
ownership of YOUR Society. To those of you who may
feel somewhat discouraged and possible disenfranchised
with respect to how the Society has represented our
profession, remember that it is better to light a candle in
the dead of night than to curse the darkness. Opportunity
awaits for you to be heard, and help shape the Society of
American Foresters’ direction of travel into the 21st
century. Your active participation and input is essential to
the development and implementation of a strategic plan for
the Society.

Council is now considering what role the Society of
American Foresters should serve on behalf of the
membership, the forestry profession, and society in its
broad context. The membership at large of the Society of
American Foresters must ultimately decide what the
appropriate role for the Society should be. Council is
bringing this issue before the membership in a number of
ways, including speaking engagements and a Journal of
Forestry article in this month’s issue, pages 6-7.

Provisionally, Council has agreed that the Society of
American Foresters role should be that of a broadly
defined professional organization. In this role, SAF would
define itself by addressing and embracing the full breadth
of issues surrounding forests, foresters, and forestry.
Emphasis and advocacy would vary depending on
individual issues and circumstances. This role would

recognize the diversity of responsibilities included in
SAF’s mission statement without consistently emphasizing
one element of that statement over another.

The sense of the Council is that this alternative is
unique to the Society of American Foresters; is appropriate
to the diversity of professional responsibilities and
competencies that define forestry; is consistent with SAF’s
mission statement; and is compatible with the interests and
expectations of SAF’s membership. To fulfill this role, a
numbser of orchestrated initiatives would have to be
institutionalized and acted upon. Council has set out
NINE strategic priorities to aid in the fulfillment of the
role that the Society of American Foresters is to play in
representing the profession. They are:

1. SAF should maintain and expand its leadership in
forestry - both inside and outside the profession and at
all levels.

2. SAF should identify, advocate, and encourage the
economic benefits of forests and forestry to meet the
needs, preferences, and expectations of society.

3. SAF should identify, advocate, and encourage the
environmental benefits of forests and forestry to meet
the needs, preferences, and expectations of society.

4. SAF should clarify its role and priorities at all levels
in light of its mission.

5. SAF should strengthen forest policy activity and
involvement at all levels.

6. SAF should focus on effective, two-way
communication and public education as central
functions to develop, retain, and earn public
understanding and acceptance.

7. SAF should advocate continuing education and
certification.

SAF should support and encourage cultural diversity
within the forestry profession.

SAF should review and adjust, as necessary, its
volunteer and staff organizational structure to increase
its effectiveness.

The salient question that arises from these preliminary
recommendations is two fold: (1) is the aforementioned
role of the Society of American Foresters the role that best
serves the profession?, and (2) Do the nine strategic
priorities aid in fulfilling the role the Society has chosen to
play in our profession? Only you the membership can
answer these questions. Council has asked for, and needs
your help in charting the Society of American Foresters’
course into the next century. Itis crucial that each
member weighs in with his or her opinion, and that your
active participation is directed toward constructively
forwarding the mission of the Society and its place of
prominence in our profession.

To conclude, remember that this is your Society of
American Foresters, so take ownership of it and mold it
into the pre-eminent voice for professional forestry for the

21stcentury. A
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: ;Management Fragmenlauon, Urban
S f'Intcrfaoe) Dave Lﬂly, (304) 924-6266
1920 108th Annual Meeting, PA Forestry
e .;Assoen_a_tlon Yorktowue Hotel York PA
ST A(T1T)766-5371. :

12413

- Ag Progress Days, Rock Springs, PA.
-+ Robert! Oberhelm, (814) 865-2081.

- 'PA Nursery & Landscape Trade Show
: (PLAN'I‘S) Momoevn]le, PA. Denise. o
: Calabr&e, (717) 238-1673 '

= September

_ to Meet People’s N

1994 National SAF Convention with the
.Canadian Institute of Forestry, Anchorage,

Alaska. Sarah Zollman, (301) 897-8’720 ‘
~extension 118. : ‘

October ' : .

" - Journal of Forestry - “Community -
Forestry: More than Streets & Trees”
Eastern Shore Field Day, Tukahoe State
Park, Easton, MD. Susan Reinhart, MD
Forests Association, (410) 823-7215.

18-22

1415

Club. “A Conversation about ‘Forest
Health’ with Dr. Dan Houston: an
interchange with attendees.” Prepaid
reservations ($12) by October 3. Steve
Wingate, USFS, Box #28A, RD #1,
Ridgeway, PA 15853; (814) 776-6172

,February 1995
8-10 -~ Winter Allegheny SAF Meelmg, State
o College, PA. S

* March 1995 |

: .LakeVlew Resort and Conference Center.v
Morgantown, WV.. Sponsoned by the

. the USDA Forest Service NE Forest

“Timber ’94 " York Faugfounds “York PA %

~ Association (HLMA), (717) 2369207. -

. J ournai ol; Forostry “Managmg Fomts

13 BENROACH FORUM, Kane, PA Country

58 10th Cenuﬂ Hardwood Forest Conference, g

. Division of Forestry, WV University and» -

e Experiment Station. ContactMaryAnn
. Fajvan for Titlé and Abstract, and Poster "
-‘deadhnes (304) 293-2941 extensxon 423.3 .

Allegheny Society of
American Foresters
Committee Chairs

Auditing
Ronald J. Sheay
1628 Prospect Street
Trenton, NJ 08638
(h) 609-771-8301

Awards
Anthony Mollish
P.O. Box 577
Rupert, WV 25984
(o) 304-392-6373
(h) 304-647-5538

Commmunications/Education
Charles J. Newlon
2 Irving Lane
Wallingford, PA 19086
(0) 215-975-4111
(h) 215-872-6019

Continuing Forestry
Education Coordinator
William Kidd
104 Jackson Avenue
Morgantown, WV 26505
(h) 304-296-8198

Entomology & Pathology
Kurt W. Gottschalk
USDA Forest Service
Forestry Science Lab
180 Canfield Street
Morgantown, WV 16505
(o) 304-285-1598
(h) 412-324-5331

Fire
John P. Berst
2013 Dickinson Avenue
Camp Hill, PA 17011
(o) 717-7187-2925
(h) 717-737-4728

Forest History
William S. Corlett
51 Fort Street
Lemoyne, PA 17043
(h) 717-737-7118

Forest Research
Bruce B. Brenneman
Route 2, Box 36A
Rupert, WV 25934
(0) 304-392-6334
(h) 304-392-5525

Foresters Fund
Lillian V. Woods
721 Hill Top Drive
Cumberland, MD 21502
(0) 301-777-1747
(h) 301-722-0019

Licensing & Registration
Mark R. Webb
11021 US Route 6
Union City, PA 16438
(o) 814-663-5393
(h) 814-827-1243

Membership
Timothy A. Kaden
724 Green Winged Trail
Camden, DE 19934
(o) 302-739-4811
(h) 302-697-7066

Natuoral Areas
James C. Nelson
R.D. #1, Box 862

East Berlin, PA 17316
(h) 717-259-7673

Nominations
Harry V. Wiant, Jr.
WVU Division of Forestry
Box 6125
Morgantown, WV 26506
(0) 304-293-3411
(h) 304-599-6618

Policy/Legislative
James Roberts
1164 Ramblewood
Annapolis, MD 21401
(o) 301-974-5551

Program
Stephen Jones
110 Ferguson Building
Penn State University
University Park, PA 16802
(o) 814-863-0401
(h) 814-867-6884

Student Coordinating
Kim C. Steiner
Forest Resources Lab
Penn State University
University Park, PA 16802
(o) 814-865-9351
(h) 814-234-8754

Tellers
Kenneth W. Jolly
5724 Oakcrest Drive
Saint Leonard, MD 20685
(0) 301-535-1303
(h) 410-586-0886

Tree Improvement
Kim C. Steiner
Forest Resources Lab
Penn State University
University Park, PA 16802
(o) 814-865-9351
(h) 814-234-8754
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