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Allegheny SAF Executive Committee Meeting
February 23, 2000
Attendees:

Allegheny Officers: M. Lester, Chair; M. Webb, Past-Chair; K. Jolly, Sec/Treasurer; S. Lacy, Past Sec/Treasurer; J.
Benton, K. Sykes, J. Perdue, E. Higgins, Exec. Comm. Members; J. Winieski, Exec. Director ) )
Division/Chapter Officers & Committee Representatives: H. Wurzbacher, Plateau Chair; N. Karger, PA Div. Cl.mu':
Elect; R. Schweitzer, W. Gateway Chair; S. Koehn, MD Div. Chair; A. Sam, Rothrock Chair; C. Newlon, Communications
Chair; S. Stout, Plateau Exec. Comm.; D. Ostergard, Program Chair; A Perkey, WV Div. Chair; R. Bauer, PA Div. Chair;
K. Steiner, Student Coordinator Chair; M. Fajvan, For. Science Coordinator.

Minutes from previous Exec. Comm. Meeting:
Were approved as published in The Allegheny News.

Treasurer’s Report:
1999 Treasurer’s Report (S. Lacy) was approved (copy attached). End of year balances: Checking: $880.07 ; Endowment
CD: $10,000 ; Endowment Savings: $3,479.25. R. Sheay and G. Pierson were thanked for their oversight in auditing the
1999 report. Incoming Treasurer’s Report (K. Jolly) was distributed (copy attached). Current balance in checking is:
$2,093.54. S. Lacy will transfer all Treasurer files to K. Jolly during the 2000 Winter Meeting; final transfer of remaining
funds will occur once outstanding checks have been cashed.

Budget:
The 2000 Budget Forecast prepared at the special April 13, 1999 Exec. Comm. meeting was discussed/revised to reflect a
balanced budget. The 2000 Budget was approved as follows (see “Budget Notes™ for explanations of selected items):

Income: Expenses:
Dues $18,500 Div/Chapter dues disbursements $5,500
Contributions Allegheny News $5,700
Forester’s Fund $250 Exec. Director Stipend $4,400
Silent Auction $500 Exec. Director Expenses $2,200
Section Meetings $500 (a) Chair National Convention Exp. $1,000
Voluntary Div/Chapter  $800 (b) Student Travel $1,000 (c)
HSD Assessment $400
Awards $150 (d)
Administrative Items N $200 (e)
Total Income $20,550 Total Expenses - $20,550
Budget Notes:

(a) It was agreed a $500 contribution to the Allegheny from meeting profits would be expected from each of the respective
Div/Chapter hosting the Allegheny Winter & Summer Meetings. In a normal year, this would be $1,000; however,
since there will not be a 2000 Allegheny Summer Meeting {due to the National Convention in Washington DC]}, the
2000 budget reflects only $500 from the Winter Meeting. In next year’s budget, this will increase to $1,000.

(b) This figure represents voluntary contributions from each of the Div/Chapter, which come from respective Div/Chapter
meeting profits (or other local fund raising activities).

(c) This figure is allocated as follows: $500 travel stipend to winning Quiz Bowl team to represent the Allegheny at the
National Convention; $100 travel stipend for individual schools to support travel to Allegheny Winter Meeting.

(d) This amount is for awards presented at Allegheny Section meetings (e.g., SAF Fellows, OQutstanding Service to
Forestry, Forester of the Year, Golden Members). For those Fellows and Golden Members who cannot attend the
Allegheny Meeting, the financial cost of framing the award certificates will be the responsibility of the respective
Div/Chapter that presents the award locally. Regarding the R. Forbes Art Show Awards (budgeted at approximately
$140/year): this was removed as a line-item in the budget, based on a voluntary contribution/offer to establisk an Art
Awards Endowment fund to pay for future Art Award expenses on an on-going basis.

(e) This includes such items as postage, bank service charges, stationary, etc.

Forest Health & Productivity Ad Hoc Committee:

Comm. Chair K. Gottschalk recommended disbanding this Ad Hoc Committee, as they had completed their task. Action
approved.

Executive Director Report:
J. Winieski reported the following items:
- Allegheny News (Winter 1999-2000, Vol. 8, No. 4) has been sent out.
- currently working with M. Webb to re-do/up-date the Allegheny Operations Manual.
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- regarding Allegheny Fellow nominations: 1 approved, 4 not approved; Jack noted that to be approved as a Fellow, a
nominee currently must receive an affirmative vote from 66% of the total votes cast for officers; there is a proposal for
this to be changed to 66% of the votes cast for Fellows; this may result in more success in approving Fellows for the
future (since not everyone who votes in the officer elections casts a vote for Fellows); on the other hand, it was noted
the SAF is currently at the 5% Fellow limit.

- regarding newly elected officers: Jack requested all Div/Chapter to forward their officer name/address changes; Section
officers will be sworn in at the Awards Banquet.

- Jack noted three Section members had died during the past year (T. Birch, W. Kidd, J. Marra); their names will be
mentioned at the Awards Banquet, followed by a moment of silence in their honor.

Committee Items:
Allegheny Chair M. Lester noted vacancies for the following Committee Chairs: Foresters Fund and Tellers. S. Stout
volunteered to fill the Tellers position; Mike will continue recruitment for the Foresters Fund position.

Award Comm. Chair K. Jolly thanked the two state Divisions who submitted 1999 Award nominations, and encouraged
participation by all four Divisions in 2000. The NJ representative on the Comm. is stepping down after several years of
dedicated service; K. Jolly will contact the NJ Chair to appoint a new representative for 2000. Members serve anonymously
to preserve the integrity of the peer review Awards process.

Student Coordinating Comm. Chair K. Steiner requested more guidance regarding specific duties. M. Lester/J. Winieski
noted they will work with Kim to develop/provide guidance, and will document this in the up-dated Operations manual.
Communications Chair C. Newlon noted several upcoming opportunities to communicate the forestry message to the
general public: Arbor Day, Walk in the Forest, establishing a local Div/Chp speaker’s bureau, planting a tree at Habitat for
Humanity events, submission of SAF News Releases to local/rural newspapers.

Centennial Events: no report.

Habitat for Humanity: H. Wurzbacher, Plateau Chair, reported on successes with Warren County HFH (contributions,
working on next project); S. Koehn, MD-DE Chair, reported on difficulties encountered (not being able to supply week-
long work-crews being requested by local MD-DE HFH affiliates). Allegheny Chair M. Lester requested all Div/Chapter
to notify L. Murgia at SAF HQ of all HFH activities accomplished.

Allegheny Meeting Schedule:
Program Chair D. Ostergard led a scheduling discussion for future Section meetings. The following schedule was
approved:
- Summer 2000: no meeting, in lieu of National Convention in Washington DC
Winter 2001: NJ Division
Summer 2001: Western Gateway Chapter (PA) — dates set for July 11-13, 2001
Winter 2002: MD-DE Division
Summer 2002: Keystone Chapter (PA)
Winter 2003: N. Hardwood Chapter (PA) — [tentative only]
Summer 2003: Rothrock Chapter (PA)
Winter 2004: MD-DE Division
Summer 2004: WV Division

SAF Code of Ethics Proposed Changes:
M. Lester passed along a request from SAF Council Rep. T. Kaden to send him any comments ASAP regarding the
proposed changes to the SAF Code of Ethics (draft language printed in current Allegheny News). K. Steiner expressed his
opinion the proposal needs more national dialogue and input from members before approval.

Policy Issues:

The following items were discussed:

- M. Lester will check with T. Kaden regarding Tim’s desire to continue as the Allegheny Policy Comm. Chair (in
relation to his duties as Council Rep.).

- regarding the proposed TDML regulations: SAF opposed, NASF opposed; M. Lester encouraged members to send in
comments to EPA on this issue.

- M. Lester noted the infrequency of Exec. Comm. meetings make it difficult to react to policy items quickly; consensus
approval was given to coordinate/conduct future policy responses needing prompt attention by the Exec. Comm. via
e-mail; respective Div/Chapter can coordinate their comments as they deem appropriate.

- S. Stout expressed support for SAF’s policy statement on the National Forest Planning Act; Susan also requested
guidance on whether SAF can be a party to a lawsuit and/or fund-raising efforts; M. Lester responded this issue is
under consideration by National SAF HQ.

- S. Stout volunteered to lead the developing of an Allegheny SAF policy statement on deer population levels/healthy
forests; the Exec. Comm. approved forming a Sub-Committee to do this, and approved S. Stout as Comm. Chair.
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(Continued from page 5)

Membership:
M. Lester urged everyone to make
a dedicated effort to recruit new
members. Mike also encouraged
recruitment efforts that represent
the broad diversity (ethnically and
professionally) of the field of
forestry, and provided a reminder
that technicians can be members.
C. Newlon brought up the issue of
allowing local membership
separate/distinct from national
membership; M. Lester requested
Charlie to put this issue in a written
communication, to be forwarded to
HSD for national discussion/
debate; Mike also encouraged other
Exec. Comm. members to send him
any thoughts they have on the
matter.
E. Higgins encouraged recruitment
in member’s respective
organizations, as appropriate.

Other items:
The paper donation for the
Allegheny News from Willamette
Industries was noted and gratefully
acknowledged. J. Winieski and M.
Lester will continue to work
together with the appropriate
individuals to coordinate future
paper donations.
R. Bauer displayed the SAF
Centennial 3-D wood carving
commissioned by Plateau Chapter
especially for the 2000 Winter
Meeting, and noted it would be
raffled off to generate funding for
on-going Allegheny activities.

Adjourn:
Being no further business, M.
Lester proclaimed the meeting
adjourned, noting that a synopsis of
the Exec. Comm. discussion items
would be presented at the full
business meeting the following
day.

Respectfully Submitted,
K. Jolly, Secretary

1999 Treasurer's Report
Allegheny SAF
Respectively Submitted by Susan Lacy, Treasurer
Beginning balance of Checking Account on 1/1/99 $2,687.01
Beginning balance of Savings Account on 1/1/99 261.01
Total beginning balance $2,948.02
Income:
Dues from National Office $16,377.20
Forester Fund contributions -
Executive Director Expense Contributions 2,700.00
Interest on Savings Account 23.21
Forester Fund project (NJ) 1,000.00
Add back checks not cashed in 1997 & 1998 -
Transfer funds to Endowment Account _(1,950.00)
Total 1999 Income $ 18,150.41
$18.150.41
TOTAL INCOME $21,098.43
Expenses:
Dues reimbursement to Divisions & Chapters  $ 5,244.20
Newsletter 4,373.68
Executive Director stipend 5,500.00
Executive Director expenses 2,650.00
HSD assessment 398.48
Forester Fund projects (NJ) 1,000.00
Forester fund contributions -
Student travel 800.00
Framing (awards) -
Art Awards (Reginald Forbes Art Contest) 110.00
Awards committee Expenses ‘ 33.00
Engraving 79.00
Postage 5.00
Service Charges 25.00
Total 1999 Expenses $20,218.36
$20218.36
TOTAL INCOME LESS EXPENSES $ 880.07
Ending Balance in Checking Account on 12/31/99 $ 880.07
Ending Balance in Savings Account on 12/31/99 $ 0.00
Total ending balance $ 880.07
Endowment Certificate of Deposit $10,000.00
Endowment Savings Account
Beginning balance on 1/1/99 $ 114241
Interest on Savings Account $ 7649
Interest from Cextificate of Deposit $ 31035
Transfer Funds from Checking Account $ 195000
Ending balance on 12/31/99 $ 3,479.25
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Letter to the Editor, SAF Allegheny News

February 28, 2000 )
RE: WV Division Summer Mecting Visits “Mountain Top Removal” Article by Arlyn Perkey and Dr. Hamry Wiant, Jr. 4
in the Winter 1999-2000 issue of The Allegheny News, page 22 ‘@

My hometowns were coal mining communities in Boone and Raleigh Counties, West Virglma. I was e:mployed by
Georgia-Pacific Corporation for nine years, cruising large tracts of timber, logging and fighting forest fires in Mingo, Logan,
McDowell and Wyoming Counties of West Virginia and in western Virginia and eastem Kentucky. Altogether I have lived and/
or have been responsible for forest management in the bituminous coal fields for 65 years. ) .

Recently I resigned my position as Director of West Virginia’s Division of Forestry in protest of mountaintop mining
primarily because this destructive practice was by far the greatest reason for permanent deforestation of West Virginia and I was
unable to alter this within the system. A 1996 field tour of VPI's 22+year Powell River Research Project on mountaintop
mining reclamation, a 1997 helicopter flight over southern West Virginia stripped mined areas with my guest, Dr. James Burger,
Director of VPI's Powell River Project, and the results of a 1995 forest inventory of the State first made me aware of the
devastation and magnitude of this practice.

My employment as Associate Professor of Forestry at West Virginia University from 1967-78 and with Westvaco in
Virginia and South Carolina from 1978-93 prevented my knowing firsthand the scope of mountaintop removal mining in the
Appalachians. After becoming State Forester my frustrations grew after an unsuccessful attempt to set better standards for
forest reclamation on mined sites working within the system through a MOU with the West Virginia Department of
Environmental Protection. This effort wound up as an option, rarely (if ever) to be used, and not mandatory as it should have
been if there is to be a fisture for the eleven million acres of forest land at stake.

During the helicopter tour of the southern West Virginia coal fields, Dr. Burger and I set down on some 9 or 10
mountaintop removal sites and flew over literally hundreds of others at low elevation. Except for thick stands of lespedeza and
fescue, these areas were desolate of any other form of flora or fauna. According to Dr. Burger’s research publications, the
excessive amounts of lime added to get grasses to survive (pH 7+), thick mats of these non-native grasses overtopping any tree
seedlings that may temporarily survive this hostile environment and severe soil compaction precludes any tree species from
surviving, let alone thriving,

By the way, forest manager, Tim Probert’s reforestation efforts in West Virginia on mountaintop mining reclamation sites
for his company are to be emulated. Along with an insignificant number of other landowners, they are applying some of VPI's
reforestation research results. From a professional forestry standpoint, Dr. Burger’s restoration recommendations show promise .
and, without question, are much better than what is being done elsewhere in West Virginia. According to Dr. Burger, in 1997 Q/é
the State of Virginia and Kentucky were using his commercial woodlands reclamation standards on 80% and 50% respectively.
Why not here as well?

However, from this professional forester’s vantage, even with the very best réforestation reclamation research and field
demonstrations to date, we are light years away from having satisfactory methodology. Urder the present “wrecklamation™ it
will take 100 to 150 years before trees could become reestablished. I strongly believe that mountaintop removal coal mining
should be stopped immediately and if the 1977 law was enforced, as intended, it would have never started.

Since the 1977 Federal Surface Mine Act was passed, the politically powerful coal mining companies have successfully
manipulated the intent of the act with illegal variances to allow the wholesale and permanent deforestation of some 300,000
acres of prime Appalachian hardwood timberland. Also the rate of this devastating method of mining had increased to 30,000
acres annually, until Federal Judge Charles Haden, II’s 1998 ruling which is currently under appeal.

Among these variances, the most damaging was altering the language from having to reclaim back to the “approximate
original contour” to: allowing the total decapitation of 500 to 800 feet of the mountaintops and dumping untold millions of tons
of overburden into the headwaters of hundreds of miles of West Virginia streams and rivers and leveling the entire area.
Another illegal variance allowed the coal companies to avoid the language that “post mine land use requires that reclamation
must be to an equal or greater level of productivity”.

For the last 20 some years the majority of these companies have had the option to reclaim these mountaintop removals as
developments, wildlife, hayland/pasture or commercial woodlands. The vast majority of these companies have opted to use the
first three methods of reclamation and have failed miserably in every case.

My estimate is that no more than six of the hundreds of areas permitted for post mine land use option of potential
development have actually been developed. Coal company propaganda would lead you to believe otherwise. CBS’s 60 Minutes
program hosted by Mike Wallace and aired on February 27, 2000 showed an air strip and regional prison that had been
developed on strip mined land. I know of one other area that is to serve as an industrial development area for the lumber
industry and one small shopping center also on mined land. Otherwise, there are literally hundreds of mountain tops that have
been leveled which are “potential” development sites but have, and most likely, will never be utilized. Other than this false
impression, CBS’s coverage was very informative and fair.

There was scant evidence of any wildlife using these sterile areas for food or shelter. A squirrel would have to pack his
lunch to make it across these desert-like areas. QQ

And, of the thousands of acres of hayland/pasture, I failed to see any livestock. Actually these sites are without merit as
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pastures and although I am not a farmer, I don’t believe cattle would graze let alone thrive on these exotic grasses.

The few acres (less than 200 in total) that were suppose to be commercial woodlands were barely surviving, poortly stocked
and not the least bit promising in regard to making a closed stand. -

Regardless of the option chosen, the net result is the total compaction of an area larger than the average West V’ugugla
county. Dr. Burger, in personal communication with me and in published articles, refers to all of these “reclamation options” as
bogus and said it would take at least 100 to 150 years before trees would become reestablished.

On a sustained yield basis, using single tree selection, the annual growth on the 300,000 acres would produce, about 40 to
50 million board feet (Doyle rule) of high value Appalachian hardwood which would more than furnish two large computerized
band mills forever. The permanent loss of this timber production does not include that to the scenic devastation, the loss of all
native plants and animals, making the area uninhabitable for humans, nor the negative impact on the watershed.

As professional foresters what should our concerns be? Specifically, I question the following comments by the authors:
they state that the majority of people on the tour, “had not seen this type mining in the unique topography where it is applied”.
“Unique” before or after these beautiful mountains are leveled? These steep (unique) slopes (40 to 60% average slope
steepness) are the very reason this type of mining should not be allowed.

“Reclamation efforts are massive™? Granted it is massive, but reclaimed to what? How about keeping logging chances
small (the public is not happy with 25 acre clear cuts, let alone the 3,000 acre Blair Mountain strip mining permit that is
pending), minimizing damage to the residual stand, soil erosion and compaction concerns, stream and wildlife filter strips and
how will we stop a forest fire in these highly inflammable grasses? Shouldn’t soil pH ranges be from 5.0-6.5 for hardwoods?
Were these concerns expressed on the tour? They certainly were not mentioned in this article!

“Foresters, with expertise in the location of logging roads, forest hydrology and silviculture, should play an even greater
role in re-establishing forests after mining ™ Amazing, logging roads for what purpose? In the next millennium? In my opinion
it would take a silviculturist with creative powers to restore these wastelands to a natural forest (including lesser vegetation and
all other creatures “great and small”).

Even though many professional foresters, including myself, believe Harry Wiant can walk on water, I doubt that even he
has the creative powers to reclaim these wastelands. Until we have such magical powers, this madness must stop! The authors
say, the “Speakers . . . .. presented in total, a very fair and informative picture.” I hate to be blunt, but if this article represents a
fair picture of the speakers presentation of this destructive practice, we might just as well give up even attempting to be forest
stewards.

Look closely at the two photos in this report and try to envision a forest management plan that has a snowball’s chance in
July of being successful. Shouldn’t we stop destroying our entire forest structure until we know for certain how we can
regenerate it within a reasonable time?

As a conservative capitalist, I realize the necessity of the “massive investments” to enable a company to annihilate high
mountains and making operations “economically feasible” in undertaking such a huge engineering feat. Professional engineers
might look at this undertaking as progress the same as their building of the Panama Canal or the Hoover Dam. However, I
cannot understand how so many professional foresters can see anything but the serious undermining of the forest base?
Hopefully future “letters to the editor” will convince me that there is professional concern?

Finally, I challenge the Allegheny Society of American Foresters to go on record as being opposed to mountaintop removal
coal mining in the Appalachian Coal Fields because this form of mining is significantly and permanently deforesting the only
renewable natural resource we have (our forests). I suggest this should be in the form of a resolution to be voted on by the
membership and, if approved, sent to the West Virginia Governor, every member of the West Virginia and United States
Legislatures, the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection, the Federal Office of Surface Mining, the
Environmental Protection Agency, Judge Charles Haden, II and probably others.

Sincerely, William R. Maxey, RRI Box 458, Leon, WV 25123; 304-458-1656

Tuesday, March 21, 2000 8:59AM

Dear Editor:

Thank you for sending a copy of the letter from William Maxey. We readily concede that Bill is more of an expert on
“Mountain top Removal” than we could be after a 2-day meeting. We had hoped that Bill could attend the meeting as his input
would have been very helpful. We did attempt to give a fair report of the meeting. Our comment on logging roads related to
observations by some of our members with expertise in that area that the roads to the sites could be designed better. We all
chuckled that it must have been staged when large deer walked across in front of us at one site.

Bill’s letter is informative and displays honest convictions, and we would do well to give his opinions careful consideration.
Standing up for what you believe is something that Harry, of all people, would not dare criticize. And by the way, if Harry can
walk on water, why does he get so wet when trout fishing?

Sincerely, Harry V. Wiant, Jr. Harry V. Wiant, Jr.
and Arlyn Perkey 113 Scenery Drive, Morgantown, WV 26505
304-599-6618 fax / voice mail 646-915-5484 / e-mail: hwiant@juno.com
my website: http://homestead juno.com/hwiant/index. htmni
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Factors Affecting Forest Health:
Insects, Diseases, and Weather

By Daniel B. Twardus, Group Leader Forest Heaith Protection, USDA Forest Service

Gypsy moth. After several years
of decline, gypsy moth populations may
be on the increase. The dramatic decline
in gypsy moth during the late 1990’s
can be seen in the accompanying chart
that illustrates acres of defoliation as
recorded from aerial surveys.

Total acres defoliated by the gypsy moth

During 1999, West Virginia and
Delaware actually Zero acres
defoliated. This remarkable collapse of
a serious forest pest has been attributed
to wet Spring conditions favoring the
spread of a fungus disease that kills
gypsy moth caterpillars before they can
do much damage. During 1999,
however, dry Springtime conditions
resulted in less fungal infections and a
subsequent increase in gypsy moth
populations. During the Spring of 2000,
aerial spraying to minimize damage
caused by the gypsy moth will take
place in Maryland, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia.

Control efforts are conducted in
Maryland, New Jersey, and West
Virginia by the State Departments of
Agriculture and in Pennsylvania by the
Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry. The
US Forest Service, State and Private
Forestry provides technical and financial
assistance. The Forest Service will
contribute nearly 2 million dollars on a
cost-sharing basis to help prevent gypsy
moth damage in the Mid-Atlantic States
in 2000. Virtually all of the control
efforts within these states are conducted
in and around forested residential areas.

Hemlock wooly adelgid. Eastern
hemlock in many areas throughout the
mid-Atlantic region has been impacted
by the hemlock wooly adelgid. This
aphid-like insect is an exotic
introduction to the eastern forest.
Hemlock throughout the East is
threatened by this pest now established
from North Carolina to Massachusetts
and as far West as Pittsburgh. Within
the mid-Atlantic region, areas with
particularly damaging populations of the
adelgid are in New Jersey and eastern
Pennsylvania. Much of the hemlock
resource type is located in riparian areas
and making the mortality caused by this
insect even more significant and

72
i Total acres defoliated by the gypsy moth

The hemlock w&zly 1992-1995 1996-1999
m‘:&a&m‘ o0 the Delaware 157,820 534
foliage causing retarded 89
growth, loss of foliage, and Maryland 294,565 13,3
eventually tree death. New Jersey 101,726 33,275
While insecticide oils or :
soaps can be used to Pennsylvania |1,123,470 321,112
control the adelgid, spraying | West Virginia |423,226 71,852
is often not very practical or
even feasible. The USDA Forest Symptoms of elm yellows appear in
Service is currently engaged in an effort  mid-July and progress through
to evaluate the use of an adelgid September with elm leaves yellowing
predator — Pseudoscymnus tsugae, as a throughout the crown. Trees infected
biological control. This tiny version of  usually die within the first year or
a ladybug imported from Japan is now second year after symptoms are
being reared in mass quanitities and detected. Both American and slippery
released at selected sites. Even if the elm are affected. There are no current
adelgid predator is an effective control efforts to control the spread of elm
agent, it may be several years before yellows.
enough beetles are reared and released Drought. The dry conditions
to make a substantial difference over prevalent during the latter half of 1998
large areas. continued into 1999. Between the

Elm diseases. Dutch elm disease months of July and December 1998 the
was discovered in Cleveland, Ohio in Northeast received only 71% of the :
1930 and in New York in 1933. The normal precipitation, for the third driest %
fungus was introduced on elm-veneer such period on record. In 1999,
logs imported from Europe and spreag - Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and
throughout the East causing massive West Virginia suffered the driest
amounts of elm mortality. Next to growing seasons (April-August) for the
Chestnut Blight, the Dutch elm disease ~ century. The Chesapeake region
ranks as one of the most destructive tree  experienced the second driest growing
diseases to ever hit the American forest  season on record. For the northeast as a
landscape. Today, Dutch elm diseaseis  whole, precipitation deficits for the
still present throughout the Mid-Atlantic ~ fourteen months ending in August 1999
States. Most Dutch elm disease ranged from 6 inches to over 14 inches.
problems are usually reported from And for this region, sub-pormal
urban areas where stately elms once precipitation has occurred during the
lined most eastern city streets. But growing season for the last 3 years.
Dutch elm disease affects forest elmsas  Extended drought conditions can have
well. Since its introduction, the disease  serious consequences for tree health.
has killed over 70 million American elm  Leaf scorch, chlorosis, leaf curling,
trees. While American elm may notbe = premature leaf drop, and tree death can
driven to extinction the presence of the ~ occur. Shallow-root species such as
disease may have forever changed at dogwood can and have been seriously
least one component of the mid-Atlantic  impacted by drought throughout the
forest. In addition to Dutch elm disease, mid-Atlantic region. In some cases, )
a phytoplasma-caused disease knownas trees weakened by drought may become
elm yellows is affecting elms. In more susceptible to insect and disease
Maryland, Pennsylvania, and West problems such as gypsy moth and two-
Virginia, elm yetlows has killed lined chestnut borer in oaks, southermn
thousands of elms. All three States pine beetle in loblolly pine, and .
conducted surveys in 1999 to determine  bacterial leaf scorch affecting oak \ 2

the extent of elm yellows incidence.

foliage. &
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PA Division of Allegheny SAF and
PA Chapter of the Wildlife Society Meet in Conference

By Howard Wurzbacher, Chair Plateau Chapter Allegheny SAF

In an attempt to broaden horizons
and develop relationships with other
professionals, the PA Division of the
Allegheny SAF and the PA Chapter of
the Wildlife Society held a joint
meeting and conference April 7-9, 2000
at Cross Creek Resort, near Titusville,
Pennsylvania. The idea of a joint
meeting was a result of collaboration
between PASAF Division Chair Bob
Bauer and PATWS President Shayne
Hoachlander. The theme of the
mecting was “Wildlifers & Foresters —
Partners or Foes — How Will We Meet
on the Ground in the Future?” The
program’s agenda was planned to
encourage interaction between
respective professional disciplines and
promote discussion of issues in an open
forum.

A workshop titled “Silvicultural
Techniques for Wildlife” was held
Friday, April 7, and included both
indoor presentations on wildlife and
silvicultural interactions at the stand
and landscape levels, habitat inventory
procedures and prescriptions as well as
a outdoor field tour to view the

and possibly predict, wildlife habitat
conditions. Dr. Hoagy Schaadt
identified the importance of
management plans, recognition of
hydrologically sensitive areas, reserves,
and fragmentation as they relate to the
“green certification” process. Ken
Kane summarized the economics of
applying habitat prescriptions with the
“4C” approach: Consideration of
wildlife objectives, and
Communication, Cooperation and
Compromise in the application of
techniques to achieve these objectives.
The field tour, led by Dr. Dave
DeCalesta and Bob Bauer, visited two
regeneration harvests, a shelterwood
harvest, and an early-successional aspen
cutting. Some of the major points of
discussion which surfaced on the field
tour were coarse woody debris, snags,
streamside buffers, spring seeps, conifer
cover, fragmentation, uneven-aged
management, and cavity trees. The
need for monitoring of results in
comparison of objectives after
treatment was a significant point made
during discussion. In a case where

Pennsylvania. The presenters discussed
their perspective on this topic, then
joined together as a panel for questions
and answers and audience interaction.

Following lunch, technical papers
and poster displays on a variety of
topics were presented. The presentation
of Katherine Derge (Penn State
University), “Inventory of Reptiles,
Amphibians, and Invertebrates at
Gettysburg National Military Park and
Eisenhower National Historical Site”
was selected as the best technical paper,
and the poster by Janet Wright
(Dickinson College) “Forest and
Wildlife Partners: Was Chestnut Blight
the Downfall of the Allegheny
Woodrat?” was chosen as best poster
presentation.

The evening’s banquet speaker was
Jerry Hassinger (PA Game
Commission), who spoke on “Forest
Wildlife Issues for the 21* Century.”
His comments were wide-ranging,
informative and challenging. Jerry was
presented with the PATWS Gordon
Kirkland Lifetime Achievement Award.
SAF members Bob Bauer and Mark

application of management procedures timber management is the primary goal. - Webb were recognized for their
on the ground. of a landowner, foresters monitor and recently preseated “Outstanding Service
Dr. Dave DeCalesta was the first plan based on timber conditions, and to Forestry” and “SAF Fellow” awards,
speaker and discussed the challenge of there is value in broadening the respectively.
“how do we get what we want” in perspective to evaluate wildlife Sunday moming offered two field
relating inventory, analysis and parameters as well. The opportunityto  trip opportunities: a birding tour of the
prescription as specific steps toward discuss examples of practices in real- Ersie National Wildlife Refuge led by
reaching a desired future condition for life on the ground stimulated interaction = Kevin Jacobs, or a comparison of
both wildlife and forests. Jim Redding  and lively discussion between foresters  forest succession between a large
reviewed what silviculturists cando for  and wildlifers. tornado blowdown and managed stands
wildlife through vegetation On Saturday, April 8, the day’s led by Bob Bauer.
management and emphasized cause and  activities began with a panel discussion. As foresters, we often discuss the
effect relationships that help to predict The panel of presenters included Mark reality that we are good at talking
outcomes of management activities on Bodamer (DCNR Bureau of Forestry), among ourselves, but often we are
the ground. Brad Nelson and Scott Dr. Hoagy Schaadt (Penn State lacking in communicating good forestry
Reitz discussed opportunities for Univessity), Mark Webb (Consulting with other audiences. The joint
wildlife habitat enhancement at both Forester), Merlin Benner (DCNR PASAF/PATWS meeting provided an
landscape and stand level perspectives. Bureau of Forestry), Willie Devore excellent opportunity to be proactive
They emphasized the importance of Hyma-Devore Hardwoods) and Ciady and network outside of our own ranks.
planning, definition of objectives, the Duna (Pa Audubon Society). Their The meeting was a forum for an open,
application of treatments and a focus discussion addressed the interactive spirited and challenging expression of
toward what will be left on the roles of public land management ideas between professionals. Though
landscape. Dr. Jim Finley reviewed agencies, the forest products industry, we may have different perspectives,
habitat inventory procedures and related  “green” certification, forestry professional foresters and wildlifers
how collection of information beyond consultants and non-government operate within the same forest. That
traditional volume and stocking conservation organizations relating to commonality offers a great chance for
information can be used to evaluate, wildlife and forest management within alliance and cooperation.
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Pennsylvania Society of American Foresters
P.0O. Box 699

Dillsburg, PA 17019-0699

March 10, 2000

Board of Commissioners
Pennsylvania Game Commission
2001 Elmerton Avenue
Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797

Dear Sirs:

The Pennsylvania Section of the Society of American Foresters is the professional organization for foresters in our
commonwealth. Our members come from every corner of the commonwealth, and include industrial, consultant, and
government foresters, and scientists. A great many of us are hunters, and we care deeply about the future of that sport.
We are literally the stewards of millions of acres of public and private forests in Pennsylvania, committed to sustaining
the health and productivity of these forests and the wildlife and plants that live there for the long term.

At our winter business meeting on February 24", 2000, we agreed to write this letter to support several initiatives taken
by the Pennsylvania Game Commission over the last few years. We applaud your efforts to gather input from diverse
stakeholders in deer management through the Deer Management Working Group. We are enthused about the creation of
a Deer Management Section within the Bureau of Wildlife Management, and we have been very impressed by the
leadership of Dr. Gary Alt as the head of that section. The deer management strategies that Dr. Alt has proposed for
2000, and to which you gave preliminary approval at your January 2000 meeting, represent a good first step towards
putting deer management in Pennsylvania on the right track.

We know that hunters are vital partners in our efforts to ensure the long-term continuity of our forest resources. Thus,
we are enthused that you have endorsed important changes in seasons and bag limits—a three-day muzzleloader
antlerless season prior to buck season, either sex hunting for those with junior and senior licenses during traditional buck
season, and a Saturday opening for antlerless season—that will give sportsmen and women additional opportunity to
engage in their sport and to teach their sport to youth.

We know that private landowners bring a wide array of objectives and values to forest management. On public forests,
agencies engage the public in management planning, and, once again, the uses and management strategies that are
chosen reflect a diversity of objectives and values. Ultimately, deer management must take the values and objectives of

landowners into account. Your support for some pilot projects with different approaches to deer management is a good
step in this direction.

We know that locally overabundant deer herds can decimate their habitat and, in the process, decimate forest
regeneration. Your limited support for multiple antlerless tags will help those of us who work on private land. The
farming and forestry community will be able to work with hunter groups to increase the effectiveness of those tags by
helping hunters locate areas of problematically high deer densities. We also endorse the Landowner Link program as

another initiative that increases landowner engagement in the deer management process and creates new opportunities
for sportsmen and women.

Thank you for these important steps in the right direction. We look forward to continued opportunities to work with you,
Dr. Alt and other members of your staff to foster positive change in deer management.

Sincerely,

The Executive Committee of the Pennsylvania Society of American Foresters
Robert W. Bauer, Chair
Ned Karger, Vice-Chair
Doug D’Amore, Secretary Treasurer
Robert LaBar, Immediate Past Chair

The Allegheny News, Spring 2000



















Allegheny Society of American Foresters

Officers
Chairman Chairman-Elect Secretary/Treasurer Past Chairman
Michael B. Lester Kenneth C. Kane Kenneth W. Jolly Mark R. Webb
.RR ‘], Box 268 103 Tionesta Avenue 1398 Pﬁmse Road 11021 US Route 6
Springville, PA 18844 Kane, PA 16735-1236 Annapolis, MD 21403 Union City, PA 16438
(0) 717-833-3194 (0) 814-837-9391 (0) 301-464-3065 (0) 814-663-5393
(h) 717-965-2752 (h) 814-837-8357 (h) 410-626-2845 (f) 814-663-4008
(f) 717-833-6180 (f) 301-464-0462 mrkrwebb@erie.net
mclester7@aol.com kjolly@dnr.state.md.us
Executive Committee
John Benton, Jr. Earl Higgins Jack L. Perdue Karen J. Sykes
194 Bondentown-Georgetown 210 E. Bennett Avenue 5112 Main Street PO Box 4015 Sc
Columbus, NJ 08022 Wildwood, NJ 08260 Grasonville, MD 21638 Morgantown, WV 26504
(o) 732-928-0029 (h) 609-523-0208 (o) 410-260-8505 (0) 304-285-1532
(h) 609-298-2498 higg210@bellatlantic.net (£) 410-260-8595 (f) 304-285-1505
(f) 732-928-4925 jperdue@dnr.state.md.us ksykes/na_mo@fs.fed.us
sprucegooel@juno.com
. . Council Representative
Executive Director Timothy A. Kaden
Jack Winieski 724 Green Winged Trail
PO Box 699 Camden, DE 19934
Dillsburg, PA 17019-0699 (0) 302-739-3423
(0) 717-432-3646; (h) 717-432-3646 (h) 302-697-7066
(f) 717-432-3646 (f) 302-739-3817
ansaf@paonline.com tkaden@state.de.us
Division Chairs
Maryland/Delaware New Jersey Pennsylvania West Virginia
Steven W. Koehn J. Scott Worrell Robert W. Bauner Arlyn W. Perkey
20916 Old York Road 12 Elfland Lane 13483 Old Route 8 N 180 Canfield Street
Parkton, MD 21120 Willingboro, NJ 08046 Titusville, PA 16354 Morgantown, WV 26505
(o) 410-260-8531 (o) 609-877-0278 (o) 814-432-3187 (0) 304-285-1523
(h) 301-357-4836 (h) 609-877-1814 (h) 814-827-2321 (f) 304-285-1508
skoehn@dnr.state.md.us (f) 814-437-5122 aperkey/na_ma@fs.fed.us
rwbauer@pgc.state.pa.us
Chapter Chairs
Keystone Northern Hardwood Pinchot Plateau
John L. Bearer Robert Hansen Mark Sickler Howard Wurzbacher
517 Lamp Post Lane PO Box 69 50 McMullian Hill Road RD 2, Box 179-C
Camp Hill, PA 17011 Towanda, PA 18848-0069 Tunkhannock, PA 18657 Titusville, PA 16354
(o) 717-787-4009 (0) 570-265-2896 (0) 570-842-4533 (o) 814-589-7538
(h) 717-761-8189 (h) 570-265-8114 (h) 570-836-3822 (h) 814-589-7538
rsh7@psu.edu marsick@mymail.emcyber.com nwforest@penn.com
Rothrock brucearnid@aol.com
Alan W. Sam Valley Forge
118 S. Fraser Street R. Bruce Amold Western Gateway
State College, PA 16801-3852 12 East Barnard Street Robert E. Schweitzer
(o) 814-234-7145 West Chester, PA 19382 139 Highview Court
(h) 814-692-7285 (0) 610-429-9469 Ebensburg, PA 15931-5101
aws@gov.state-college.pa.us (h) 610-734-7224

(0) 814-472-1872



Allegheny Society of American Foresters

Officers
R Chairman Chairman-Elect Secretary/Treasurer Past Chairman
Michael B. Lester Kenneth C. Kane Kenneth W. Jolly Mark R. Webb
RR 1, Box 268 103 Tionesta Avenue 1398 Primrose Road 11021 US Route 6
Springville, PA 18844 Kane, PA 16735-1236 Annapolis, MD 21403 Union City, PA 16438
(0) 717-833-3194 (o) 814-837-9391 (0) 301-464-3065 (0) 814-663-5393
(h) 717-965-2752 (h) 814-837-8357 (h) 410-626-2845 (f) 814-663-4008
(f) 717-833-6180 (f) 301-464-0462 mrkrwebb@erie.net
mclester7@aol.com kjolly@daor.state.md.us
Executive Committee
John Benton, Jr. Earl Higgins Jack L. Perdue Karen J. Sykes
194 Bondentown-Georgetown 210 E. Bennett Avenue 5112 Main Street PO Box 4015 Sc
Columbus, NJ 08022 Wildwood, NJ 08260 Grasonville, MD 21638 Morgantown, WV 26504
(o) 732-928-0029 (h) 609-523-0208 (0) 410-260-8505 (0) 304-285-1532
(h) 609-298-2498 higg210@bellatlantic.net (f) 410-260-8595 (f) 304-285-1505
(f) 732-928-4925 jperdue@dnr.state.md.us ksykes/na_mo@fs.fed.us
sprucegooel@juno.com
\ . Council Representative
Executive Director Timothy A. Kaden
Jack Winieski 724 Green Winged Trail
PO Box 699 Camden, DE 19934
Dillsburg, PA 17019-0699 (0) 302-739-3423
(0) 717-432-3646; (h) 717-432-3646 (h) 302-697-7066
(f) 717-432-3646 (f) 302-739-3817
L% ansafi@paonline.com tkaden@state.de.us
Division Chairs
Maryland/Delaware New Jersey Pennsylvania West Virginia
Steven W. Koehn J. Scott Worrell Robert W. Bauer Arlyn W. Perkey
20916 Old York Road 12 Elfland Lane 13483 Old Route 8 N 180 Canfield Street
Parkton, MD 21120 Willingboro, NJ 08046 Titusville, PA 16354 Morgantown, WV 26505
(o) 410-260-8531 (o) 609-877-0278 (o) 814-432-3187 (0) 304-285-1523
(h) 301-357-4836 (h) 609-877-1814 (h) 814-827-2321 (f) 304-285-1508
skoehn@dnr.state.md.us (f) 814-437-5122 aperkey/na_ma@fs.fed.us
rwbauer@pgc.state.pa.us
Chapter Chairs
Keystone Northern Hardwood Pinchot Plateau
John L. Bearer Robert Hansen Mark Sickler Howard Wurzbacher
517 Lamp Post Lane PO Box 69 50 McMullian Hill Road RD 2, Box 179-C
Camp Hill, PA 17011 Towanda, PA 18848-0069 Tunkhannock, PA 18657 Titusville, PA 16354
(o) 717-787-4009 (0) 570-265-2896 (o) 570-842-4533 (o) 814-589-7538
(h) 717-761-8189 (h) 570-265-8114 (h) 570-836-3822 (h) 814-589-7538
rsh7@psu.edu marsick@mymail.emcyber.com nwforest@penn.com
Rothrock brucearnld@aol.com
Alan W. Sam Valley Forge
118 S. Fraser Street R. Bruce Amold Western Gateway
s State College, PA 16801-3852 12 East Barnard Street Robert E. Schweitzer
(0) 814-234-7145 West Chester, PA 19382 139 Highview Court
(h) 814-692-7285 (0) 610-429-9469 Ebensburg, PA 15931-5101
aws@gov.state-college.pa.us (h) 610-734-7224

(0) 814-472-1872



