
































Allegheny Society of American Foresters
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes of August 4, 2004

Attendees: @;
Allegheny Officers: K. Jolly, Chair; K. Steiner, V. Chair; R. Billingham, Sec/Treas; R. Siefert, M. Fajvan, ].

Perdue, and ]. Snyder (standing for N. Karger), Exec. Comm. Members; M. Lester, Council Rep. Division/Chapter

Officers & Committee Representatives: ]. Bennett, Rep for N] Ch; D. Miller, PA Div.Chr.; R. Williams, WV Div.

Chr.; G. Juergens, WV Div.Pst.Chr.; J. Albright, PA N. Hardwood Chr.; M. Keegan, Rep for Pinchot Ch.; C. Stelter,

PA Plateau.Chr.; M. Buccowich, PA Valley Forge Chr.; M. Webb, Alleg. Past-Chr. & Ed. Cmte.; T. Clark, SAF

National Office; and D. Oaks, Ad Hoc.

Minutes from Previous Executive Committee Meeting:
No discussion; approved as published in the Allegheny News.

Treasurer’s Report (R. Billingham):

Current Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and approved. Current balances: Checking: $12,963.53; Endowment
Savings: $9,493.36; Endowment CD: $29,218.00. The 6 month CD is maturing soon and we must decide what
whether we want to move the funds to another type of account or roll it over into another CD.

Budget Report: The Executive Committee reviewed a budget status report prepared by the Treasurer, and re-affirmed
approval of the previously reviewed 2004 budget based on: (1) a financially successful Tax Issues Workshop
spearheaded by Ken Kane, which generated a significant financial benefit for the Allegheny; (2) the likelihood of a
financially successful Summer Meeting; and (3) the likelihood that Chair Kenneth Jolly would be able to secure
funding through his employer to cover travel expenses to attend the Convention. It was also noted that we may have a
paper donation for the next two issues of the Allegheny News. The Penn State Student Chapter may go to the National
Convention in Edmonton.

Allegheny Endowment Fund Report:

The current status was published in the summer Allegheny News. The sub-committee on CD options has not yet A
met, but hopes to meet by the next winter meeting. R. Billingham has been authorized to roll the endowment funds @i'/
into another CD. Any suggestions on the Endowment fund should go to Ron Sheay.

Council Report (M. Lester):

M. Lester was not able to attend the last council meeting. We need to push membership. We need arguments for
membership beyond saying that it is “what you should do.” This year we lost somewhere between 570-1000
memberships. The Allegheny usually fares well in membership, but our numbers are down as well. Many younger
folks are not “joiners.” We need to be sure to welcome new people at meetings.

There has been a committee set up to look at the structure of SAF. This will help decide whether changes need to
be made. The task force will provide a report recommending actions. Every committee chair was asked to provide

input on how to help their groups function better. There are two strong candidates for president this year: Bill
Rockwell and Marvin Brown.

Leadership Academy Report (M. Lester and R. Billingham):

The Academy was very successful as far as numbers go. It provided excellent training. SAF may try to have
another leadership academy again this year to see if it is more feasible to have a program every year or every two years.
We should continue to send people for training. T. Clark felt that there was good participation from attendees.
Hopefully K. Steiner will be able to attend next year.

2006 National Convention Update (T. Clark):
There are many opportunities to help with working group tours. They will be offering technical field workshops.
Someone (probably K. Jolly) from the state society will attend the working group meetings at the national convention
this year. The working groups need ideas of things to see within a reasonable travel distance from Pittsburgh. We will
need these ideas in time for the Edmonton meeting. We need to locate good local contacts. This information needs
to go to Terry Clark. The key state society leadership posts for the Pittsburgh meeting have not been selected yet. The %
meeting dates are October 25-29, 2006. Send any ideas and suggestions to K. Jolly.
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Winter Meeting Update (D. Oaks):
The winter meeting will be held at Mountain Laurel Resort & Spa. It is located on the Turnpike & 1-80, with 1-81
close by. Dick Carey is the Chair. The meeting dates are Feb. 23-25, 2005. The meeting theme will be Sustaining

_ Biodiversity, Open Space & Forestry. This will be a family-oriented meeting and the spa will be emphasized. They are
<& considering adding child care options.

Electronic Meeting Announcements (Exec. Cmte. Discussion):

After discussion, the Executive Committee agreed that a protocol on how to handle Meeting Announcements via
e-mail should be developed. The intent of the protocol will be to ensure that electronic announcements reach all
members and adequate security measures are utilized. K. Steiner advised that he would explore the possibility that the
Allegheny SAF could be incorporated into a mail-server at Penn State. K. Jolly will also follow-up by soliciting
additional input from the Exec. Comm.

Executive Director Report (K. Jolly for J. Winieski):
J. Winieski is working on paper donations. Any suggestions should be sent to him.

Committee Reports:

Awards (K. Jolly): The new chair of the Awards Committee is Howard Wurzbacher. Fellow nominees this
year are Mark Vodak of NJ and Eldon Plaugher from WV. There were three nominees for the Field Forester
award. We need to get each chapter to nominate at least one person. We definitely need more nominations.

_Communications (R. Billingham): Ron Farr will be the new chair and R. Billingham will be support to the
chair.

Membership (K. Steiner): There were 14,800 total SAF members after the June purge. This number is down
464 from last year. It has been a long time since membership has been this low. The Allegheny has 1055
members. We are down 122 members from last year, which is a 10% drop. There are 80 student members. It

looks like only two new members have joined. Some people belong for professional obligation. We need to try to
involve families more often.

Education (M. Webb): no new updates

» & Old Business:

Bob Bauer Scholarship/Student Award at PSU (M. Webb): - The minimum amount has been met. The
scholarship will be ready when Connie Bauer gives final approval. »

Goddard Chair Sponsorship at PSU (M. Webb): - He is looking for 30 people to pledge $1000 each, which can
be paid over the next four years (which would be $250 per year). .

Foresters Fund Grant Updates:

PA (D. Miller) - The History of PA Forestry video is almost complete. Only a few more changes need to be
made. It must be 26%2 minutes in order to be shown on public television (it is currently 30 minutes long). The
video will be ready in time for the Feb. meeting, where they will be promoting its sale. They are investigating both
VHS and DVD copies and will start with 100 of each type. The hope is that people will purchase them for
schools/libraries, etc. An activity guide for teachers will also be produced.

NJ - We will get an update from D. Galway at winter meeting.

New Business:

2004 HSD Agenda Items: E-mail any items or success stories to K. Jolly

Division/Chapter reports:
WV (G. Juergens): It looks like the meeting will be well attended and will make a profit.
MDY/DE: (J. Purdue) No update at this time.
PA: The video has been their main focus.
NJ {J. Bennett): Approved Forestry practices are exempt from the harvesting restrictions in the Highlands

region
N. Hardwoods (J. Albright): There is an upcoming joint meeting with the Rothrock chapter.
Plateau (C. Stelter): They are hosting next summer’s meeting. The dates are July 27-29, 2005. It will be held
) at the Avalon Hotel and Conference Center in Erie. They plan to include spouse tours (perhaps to a vineyard).
@ They may have kids programs available at Presque Isle.

[Continued on page 10}
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Start Telling the Success Story of Forestry with Children

By Peter Linehan

If you randomly pick up almost
any issue of the Journal of Forestry or
The Allegheny News you will find
some article or commentary on the
need for foresters to get more
involved in outreach. Usually the
articles describe a new education
program or approach. All of these
are valuable and worth studying.
However, I believe there is no better
audience to start with than to work
with young children. This summer [
had the opportunity to teach a class
in Penn State Mont Alto’s Kids’
College program. In a course called
“Outdoor Adventures” I worked
with 16 children, aged nine to
eleven, for 90 minutes each day over
a week’s time.

My original idea was to expose
the children to concepts in forest
management while we roamed
around the historic wooded Mont
Alto campus on the edge of the
Michaux State Forest. However, the
teacher scon became the student as
my charges showed me how things
really work. Over the course of the
week I learned a lot about why I got
interested in forestry in the first
place, as well as how to make an
interesting program for children.
Here are just a few of the lessons I
learned.

Children are much shorter
than adults. The children were
indeed much shorter than me, in a
good way. Being closer to the
ground they could see the dead
squirrels and live snakes first. They
noticed the best berry bushes. It was
easier for them to find the crayfish
in the creek. All of these were things
I had long stopped noticing in the
forest, but was glad were still there.

They will let you know when
it’s time to move on. Southern PA
is hot and humid in the summer, so

20

walking around outside is hard
work. The children very quickly let
me know if what we were doing
wasn't up to their standard. First
someone would have a headache or
need to find the bathroom. 1soon
took this as my cue to stop droning
on and find something new and
exciting to do. I probably gave more
concise and to the point
explanations of forestry principles
than I have ever done before.

Bring plenty of band-aids. The
children fearlessly jump, run, and
race to get there first as long as they
think there’s something exciting
ahead. This leads naturally to falls,
scraped knees, or cut hands. A little
antibiotic ointment and bandages
quickly patch everything up again.

Children understand ecology.
As a forester | am trained to put
things in their proper categories:
trees, wildlife, water, soil, etc. These
categories are artificial and often
prevent us from seeing the forest as
a whole. The children are well past.
this silly notion. They knew right
away that the forest is made up of all
its parts and needs the parts to work.
This doesn’t mean they oppose
harvesting timber or making changes
needed to manage the forest, at least
not yet. And with the right
education they will appreciate how
we have learned how to improve the
state of the forests.

Girls and boys love the same
things. I was expecting the usual
stereotypes of the boys as
outdoorsmen and the girls needing
encouragement to explore. Maybe,
it’s the pre-teen years, but the girls
were just as eager to explore as the
boys. When returning from a hike
around Mont Alto the group found
a black snake. A few brave children
picked up the snake to check it out.
In its fear the snake relieved himself

on one girl’s hand and arm. [
thought she would be upset, but
instead she was just happy to have
held a live snake.

There’s always time for berries
and slag. The Mont Alto campus is
built on the site of a nineteenth
century iron foundry. Under all the
grass is a layer of slag in every shape,
form, and size imaginable. The kids
couldn’t get enough samples. I'm
sure some mothers wished their
offspring hadn’t brought home so
many rocks. In late July the wine
berries are ripe in our area.
Whenever we had a few minutes
extra or just needed to spend time in
the shade we would head over to the
berry patch under the trees.
Sometimes the best teachable
moments come when you are
picking berries.

Children learn in stories. Mont
Alto was started as the Pennsylvania
State Forest Academy in 1903. 1
started off explaining why the state
needed foresters and showing them
our.bulletin board of historic faded
black and white pictures. The oldest
building on campus is the old
Weistling mansion, which is
rumored to be haunted by the
Colonel himself. In a conference
room in the building there is a
display of old pictures possibly
showing the haunting. Just that
story and pictures grabbed
everyone’s attention. The story
seemed to cement the other ideas [
had been trying to get across all
morning.

Technology is good. We have a
dozen or so handheld GPS units
that we use in the forest technology
program. I wondered if the children
would understand how to use them.
On one of the hikes I brought along
a GPS to get a track to show them
later. One boy asked if he could
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Review of the Tick Management Handbook

By Bob LaBar, SAF Pinchot Chapter

This “hot off the press - state of the art” easy to read publication written by Kirby C. Stanford III of the
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station offers “everything you wanted to know” about ticks and how to
deal with them. While the publication covers virtually all species of ticks throughout the United States, I have
chosen to limit discussions in this article to the Blacklegged or Deer tick, Ixodes scapularis, of most interest to
foresters and property owners within the five state area encompassing the Allegheny Society because of the
relationship to Lyme Disease. The 66 page publication (available from the research facility or at
www.caes.state.ct.us) is conveniently divided into sections that provide basic information on ticks and their
biology, basic information on the diseases they carry, methods to reduce risk of exposure, and most importantly,
information on how to manage or reduce tick populations and therefore risk of disease in the residential
landscape. Single copies of the publication are available free of charge via Kirby.Stafford@po.state.ct.us (include
mailing address) or by writing the CN Agriculture Exp. Station, PO Box 1106, New Haven, CT 06504. You can
also view the publication at www.caes.state.ct.us.

The author points out that in the northeast the emergence of Lyme disease can be linked to changing
landscape patterns. Contributing factors include increased tick abundance, sharp rises in deer populations,
increased recognition of the disease, and the establishment of more residences in wooded areas which in turn
has increased the potential for exposure to ticks.

Ticks are not insects, but rather anthropods more associated with mites or spiders. Ticks go through a three
host life cycle with deer, mice humans being the most common examples. Ticks cannot fly or jump; they must
make direct contact with the host.

There are at least eight recognized human diseases associated with ticks in the northeast, with Lyme disease
and Rocky Mountain spotted fever being the most recognizable. There are twelve states, including four in the
Allegheny Society, that account for 95% of teported cases. In 70-90% of cases, Lyme disease is characterized by
an expanding red rash at the site of the tick bite. The typical “bullseye” appearance is found in only half of the
cases; mild nonspecific flu like symptoms include fatigue, muscle and joint pain, headache, fever, chills and stiff
neck. While the disease can be chronic and debilitating with occasional permanent damage to nerves or joints,
it is rarely fatal. A two stage testing program for Lyme disease is suggested by many public health organizations.
These are referred to by the abbreviations ELISHA or IFA. If either test is positive-a more specific test is
performed. Lyme disease can be treated with one of several antibiotics. The standard course of treatment is 14
to 28 days.

Of special interest to foresters and homeowners are some of the protective measures available to reduce the
potential impact of ticks. Personal protection behaviors, including avoidance and reduction of time spent in
tick-invested habitats, using protective clothing and repellants, checking the entire body for ticks, and promptly
removing attached ticks can be very effective in preventing Lyme disease. However, surveys and the continuing
incidence of disease suggest that few people practice these measures with sufficient regularity. Despite the
efficiency of tick repellants, particularly with DEET applied to the skin and permethhrin applied to clothing,
they are under utilized. Checking for ticks and promptly removing them is probably the most important and
effective method of preventing infection. Important points to consider in tick bite prevention include:

About 75% of Lyme disease cases are associated with activities (play, yard or garden) around the home.
Ticks do not jump, fly or drop from trees but grasp passing hosts from the leaf litter, tips of grass, etc.
Children 5 to 13 are particularly at risk because playing outdoors is a high risk activity.

Pets can bring ticks into the home.

Wear light colored clothing with long pants tucked into the socks.

Use DEET on exposed skin, or permethrin-based repellents on clothing ONLY.

Tick removal is best accomplished with a thin tipped tweezers allowing you to grasp the tick at the head
end as close to the surface as possible and pull up with steady pressure. Other methods e.g. petroleum
jelly, heat from matches or other chemicals, are NOT effective.

o Disinfect the area with alcohol and save the tick for reference and testing.
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Lessons From a Case of Extreme Deer Herbivory

By Brian Pedersen, Associate Professor of Environmental Science
Department of Environmental Studies, Dickinson College

Foresters know that human
intervention is sometimes necessary
to ensure healthy forests.
Management activities designed to
improve stocking, reduce erosion,
and control invasive species can
enhance forest productivity, water
quality, and biodiversity.

However, convincing the public
that forest management has a place,
particularly in forests dedicated as
preserves, is challenging. Where
foresters see an impoverished stand,
many forest visitors will see a
beautiful forest scene. Even after
visitors learn about forest health
problems, many will argue against
human intervention. When I take
students in my introductory
environmental science course to a
degraded forest, the majority of
students typically argue that the best
way to restore the forest’s health is
for humans to simply leave the land
alone. This view is not surprising
given that humans have often been
responsible for forest degradation.

My students and I have been
studying an extreme case of deer
herbivory in the Florence Jones
Reineman Sanctuary, a 3400 acre,
privately-owned wildlife preserve
located 20 miles west of Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania. Hunting and other
forms of deer population
management have been prohibited
in this preserve for nearly 40 years.

The Reineman case offers
striking and clearly visible lessons
about the place of human
intervention in forests. In a recently
published article*, Angela Wallis
(now a Dickinson College graduate)
and I argue that deer in this preserve
are slowly causing deforestation

from the bottom up. Here is a brief
summary of our study.

We compared a mature forest
stand at Reineman to an
ecologicallysimilar stand in nearby
State Game Lands 170, where deer
hunting is permitted. While the
density of trees greater than 8" dbh
was the same in both stands, the
density of woody seedlings (12-52"
tall) was 50 times less at the
Reineman Sanctuary than at State
Game Lands 170. When we
considered only species capable of
joining the forest overstory (for
example, maple, oak and yellow-
poplar), we found no seedlings at
Reineman, as compared to 1900
seedlings/acre of overstory-capable
species in the State Game Lands
stand.

Our most critical findings
concerned forest gap dynamics, the
cycle that begins when an overstory
tree dies, forming a gap in the forest
canopy, and ends when another tree
grows up into the overstory and
closes the gap.

We referred to large, dead trees
as “gapmakers” because the death of
these trees created gaps in the forest
overstory. We found a lower density
of the gapmakers at Reineman
Sanctuary than at State Game Lands
170. This result indicates that fewer
canopy gaps had formed at
Reineman in recent years.

We also found that the
gapmakers at Reineman had been
dead longer than those at the State
Game Lands site. This result
indicates that the Reineman gaps
had formed longer ago and,
consequently, there had been more
time for new trees to grow into the

overstory and close these gaps.

However, canopy gap fraction,
the proportion of forest area not
covered by the crowns of overstory
trees, was greater at Reineman. Our
explanation for these apparently
contradictory findings was that
canopy gaps were not closing in the
wildlife preserve.

We concluded that deer were
responsible for inhibiting the
closure of canopy gaps at Reineman
for two reasons. First, fenced
exclosures at Reineman contain
abundant regeneration (these
exclosures have been maintained for
over a decade by Carol Loeffler, my
colleague at Dickinson College).
Second, counts of deer fecal pellet
groups indicated that deer browsing
pressure at Reineman was
significantly greater than at the State
Game Lands site (two methods of
pellet counting yielded 6- and 100-
fold differences in deer population

. density).

_ The future of the Reineman
forest may be seen in the current
canopy gaps. Despite an average age
of more than two decades, these
gaps lack small trees and are not in
the process of closing. We did not
find a future forest overstory in the
making.

When I describe this situation to
students, I rely on an analogy. A
college that graduates students after
four years but does not admit any
new students will not have any
students in just four years.
Similarly, if forest regeneration
ceases, the forest will be gone when
the last tree dies: deforestation from
the bottom up.

Some of my students argue that

*Pedersen, B.S., and A.M. Wallis. 2004. Effects of white-tailed deer herbivory on forest gap dynamics in a wildlife preserve,
Pennsylvania, USA. Natural Areas Journal 24:82-94.
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Coming Events

October

13-15 Northeast Watershed Forest Managers
Annual Meeting, “The Importance of the
NJ Highlands,” at the Inn at Panther Valley
Contact Frank Hennion 973-827-1325

14 Roach-Bauer Forestry Forum, Kane
Country Club in Kane, PA. Speaker will be
Dr. Charles Strauss of Penn State School of
Forest Resources. Call AHUG for
reservations at 814-837-8550

2123 13* Annual PA Urban & Community
Forestry Conference, “Safe Landscapes,”
Toftrees, State College, PA 814-863-7941

November

4 Ibberson-Chauncey Forestry Forum,
“Connections Among Landowner, Industry
and Government,” Penn State Conference
Center. Contact Mike Powell at
mjpl75@psu.edu or 814-863-1113

December

15 Deadline for articles and photos for the
Winter 200405 issue of The Allegheny
News

February 2005

23-25 Allegheny SAF Winter Meeting,
“Sustaining Biodiversity, Open Space and
Forestry” hosted by the Pinchot Chapter at
the Spa at Mountain Laurel Resort in
White Haven, PA. Look for registration
and reservation information in the mail

and in the next issue of The Allegheny News

March 2005

15 Deadline for articles and photos for
Spring 2005 issue of The Allegheny
News

Future Allegheny SAF Meetings

Summer 2005 - Plateau Chapter (July 27-29, Erie)

Winter 2006 ~ Valley Forge Chapter

Summer 2006 - Cancelled because of 2006 SAF
National Convention hosted by
Allegheny SAF in Pittsburgh, PA

Future SAF National Conventions

October 19-23, 2005 - Fort Worth, Texas

October 25-29, 2006 - Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Hosted by Allegheny SAF
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Allegheny SAF

Committee Chairs
Auditing” Membership*
Ronald J. Sheay Kim C. Steiner
12 Glenwood Lane Forest Resources Lab
Stockton, NJ 08559 Penn State University
(h) 609-397-7886 University Park, PA 16802
(o) 814-865-9351
Awards* (h) 814-234-8754
Howard G. Wurzbacher
17374 N. Main Street Ext. Nominations*
Titusville, PA 16354 Ken Kane

(o) 814-484-9954
(h) 814-589-7538
hwurzbache@state.pa.us

Communications*
Ronald R. Farr, CF
6 Ricker Road
Newfoundland, NJ 07435
(o) 973-831-3358
(h) 973-208-8165
rfarf@njdwsc.com

Continuing Forestry
Education Coordinator*
Mark Vodak
PO Box 231 Cook College
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, Nj 08903
(o) 7329328243
(h) 609-7589449
vodak@aesop.rutgers.edu

Education Committee (ad hoc)
Mark R. Webb -
11021 Route 6
Union City, PA 16438
(o/h) 814663-5393
(f 8146634008
mrkrwebb@earthlink.net

Education Endowment
Fund (ad hoc)
Ronald }. Sheay
12 Glenwood Lane
Stockton, NJ 08559
(h) 609-397-7886

Forest History (ad hoc)
Ronald J. Sheay
(see above)

Forest Science Coordinator*
Mary Ann Fajvan
USFS NE Station

180 Canfield Street
Morgantown, WV 26505
(o) 304-285-1575
(h) 3048924515
mfajvan@fs.fed.us

103 Tionesta Avenue
Kane, PA 16735
(o) 814-837-9391
(h) 814-837-8357
(f) 8148379633

Policy & Legislative (PLAN)*
Timothy A. Kaden
724 Green Winged Trail
Camden, DE 19934
(o) 302-7394811
(h) 302-697-7066

Program*
Ned R. Karger
305 Kinzua Avenue
Kane, PA 16735
(o) 814-837-6941
(h) 814-837-6819
(f) 814-837-8401

nkarger@collinsco.com

Student Coordinating (ad hoc)
Kim C. Steiner
Forest Resources Lab
Penn State University
University Park, PA 16802
(o) 814-865-9351
(h) 8142348754

Student Quiz Bowl
Elizabeth A. Brantley
Penn State Mt. Alto
1 Campus Drive
Mt Alwo, PA 17237
(o) 717-749-6200
(h) 717-337-1284
eab8@psu.ed

Tellers*
Susan L. Stout
US Forest Service
PO Box 267
Ivine, PA 16329
(o) 814-563-1040
(h) 814-726-2023
sstout/ne_wa@fs.fed.us

*Standing Committees
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Division Chairs
Maryland/Delaware New Jersey Pennsylvania’ West Virginia
Steven F. Resh Dennis M. Galway David F. Miller Lloyd R. (Rudy) Williams, 11
Allegany College of MD PO Box 789 21 South Main Street Division of Forestry Bldg 13
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Chapter Chairs
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Thomas L. Wieland Jason A. Albright Richard E. Cary Cecile M. Stelter
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Spring Grove, PA 17362 (o) 814-765-0821 (o) 610-395-9360 (o) 8144373368
(0) 7172254711, ext. 2248 (h) 814-8344673 rcarycf@aol.com (h) 814-827-3758
(h) 717-225-2850 jasalbrigh@state.pa.us (f) 814432-2528
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Rothrock Valley Forge Western Gateway
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