














regarding various forestry issues. Council approved an up-dated Position Statement on
Professionals in Public Natural Resource Management Agencies, requested the Committee on
Forest Policy (CFP) to modify the existing Position Statement on Public Regulation of Private Forest
Lands to discuss unintended consequences of forestry regulations using highgrading as an
example, and appointed a Council Sub-Committee to work with the CFP to develop a Task Force
Charter to address the subject of Forest Sector Competitiveness. Internationally, SAF will be
making a presentation on the findings of the Climate Change Task Force Report at the World
Forestry Congress in Argentina later this year.

* Professional Recognition: Council approved the election of the 2009 Fellow nominations, and the
recipients of several national awards. Special congratulations to George Pierson, New Jersey
Division, and Robb Piper, Western Gateway Chapter, for their election to Fellow from the
Allegheny SAF! Additionally, in an effort to continue to improve the Fellows review process, each
District Fellows Committee will be contacted for their input on the process, and the results will be
presented for future Council review.

¢ Science: Council received a report from the Forest Science and Technology Board (FSTB) and
appointed a Council Sub-Committee to work with the FSTB to develop a Task Force Charter to
address the subject of woody biomass. FSTB also presented Council with an overview of three top
emerging science issues that will be used to develop Convention tracks at the 2010 National
Convention.

* Education: Council approved a Charter Change to the Certification Review Board (CRB) to assign
long-term oversight of the CFE program to the CRB, and a Charter Change to the Education Policy
Review Committee (EPRC) to provide the EPRC the authority to monitor all aspects of technical
forestry education (pursuant to SAF’s previous decision to accredit Forest Technology programs).
Council also appointed a Council Sub-Committee to work with the EPRC to develop a Task Force
Charter addressing the subject of developing accreditation standards and procedures for terrestrial
ecology programs.

* Strategic Planning: Council adopted a list of five potential priority areas to focus on for 2010:

(1) Property Management; (2) Membership Plan; (3) Emerging Science Issues; (4) Communications
Campaign; and (5) Leadership Development. Staff will prepare Action Plans/Budget to move these
priorities forward in 2010 for future Council review.

¢ Communications Campaign: The National Communications Committee is continuing its work to
develop sub-themes under the broad “Trees are the Answer” communication theme/campaign.
The Committee will be developing both short and long-term strategies to move this campaign
forward; it is realized this will be a long-term effort.

¢ Leadership Development: National Staff is continuing to finalize the plans for incorporating a
greater emphasis on Leadership Development into the House of Society Delegates (HSD) Meeting
at the Orlando National Convention. More details should be forthcoming in the near future.
Additionally, the Leadership Development Committee (LDC) is working on developing
recommendations to advance and improve leadership development in SAF, which will be
presented for future Council consideration.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding any of the above
items that were covered at the May Council meeting. The next meeting will be held in September in
conjunction with the National Convention in Orlando; let me know if you have any issues you
would like to bring to my attention in advance of the September meeting. As always, I greatly
appreciate hearing from you with any comments and suggestions you may have for advancing the
mission of SAF. &
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ALLEGHENY SAF SUMMER MEETING

Landscape Impacts Associated with Oil/Gas Exploration & Production
July 22-24, 2009 - University of Pittsburgh at Bradford Campus

Wednesday. July 22, 2009:

2:00- 8:00 PM  Event Registration @ UPB Frame-Westerberg Commons
2:00- 6:00 Executive Committee Meeting
6:00- 8:00 Ice Breaker @ UPB Frame-Westerberg Commons

Thursday, July 23, 2009:

7:00- 8:00 AM  Breakfast — UPB Cafeteria

7:00-11:30 Registration

8:00- 8:05 Welcome — Jamie Snyder, Chair, Northern Hardwoods Chapter, SAF

8:05- 8:50 PGC - OGM Leasing and Production Program: Perspectives on Forest and Wildlife Management —
William A. Capouillez, Professional Geologist and Wildlife Systems Director, PA Game Commission

8:50- 9:35 Potential Impacts of Gas Well Drilling on Pennsylvania's Water Resources — Bryan Swistock, Water
Resources Extension Specialist, School of Forest Resources, Penn State University

9:35-10:05 Coffee/Tea Break

10:05-10:50
10:50-11:35

11:35-12:00 PM

12:00- 5:30
6:00- 9:00

Timber and Oil Can Mix — David Straub and Blaine Puller, Pennsylvania General Energy

Dominion Habitat and Environmental Partnerships — John Frith, Regional Affairs Manager, Dominion
Resources Services, Inc.

Open Panel Discussion — Question & Answer with Morning Speakers

Lunch & Field Tour — 150 Years of Oil/Gas Production in the Alleghenies — Ken Kane, Keith Horn Inc.
Evening Picnic Banquet @ UPB Frame-Westerberg Commons

Friday, July 24, 2009:

7:00- 8:00 AM

Breakfast — UPB Cafeteria

8:00- 9:00 Business Meeting
9:00- 9:40 The Changing Hardwood Marketplace — Judd Johnson, Hardwood Market Report
9:40-10:20 State and Local Government Reaction to Energy Development: Impact of Forest Product Companies
— Paul Lyskava, Pennsylvania Forest Products Association
10:20-10:50 Coffee/Tea Break
10:50-11:35 Community and Economic Development Implications of Marcellus Shale Development — Walt

11:35-12:15 PM

12:15-12:45

Whitmer, Extension Associate, Economic and Community Development, Penn State Cooperative Extension,
Associate Director, Northeast Regional Center for Rural Development

Smethport Woody Biomass Demonstration Project — Timothy G. Pierson, Ph.D., Extension Forester and
Educator, Penn State Cooperative Extension.

Open Panel Discussion, Concluding Comments and Payment for Silent Auction ltems

Hotel Reservations: UPB Campus - $60 per day/person; $45 double occupancy - tax included, contact Stacey Ackley at
(814) 362-0989 or sla31@pitt.edu - http:/www.upb.pitt.edu/MapsAndDirections.aspx

**Area Hotels: Best Western - $82 per day plus tax, 1-800-344-4656 — rocoms reserved under SAF

Want to Exhibit or Sponsor a Break or Banquet? Call John Saf @ (814) 837-9391

Silent Auction - Please Feel Free to Bring a Donation

CFE Credits Have Been Applied For

Cut Here and Mail in the Bottom Portion With Your Check

Name: Name for Tag:
Name for Spouse Tag:
Address: Telephone:
Email:
Registration: Fee No. Tickets
SAF Member $75.00 $
e or ot > Make Checks Payable to
Banquet $20 60 $ Northern Hardwood Chapter SAF
Breakfast 23™ Mail to: Timothy G. Pierson,
Breakfast 24™ PO BoxR 1504
lce Breaker 17129 Route 6
Late Registration Fee - After 7/7/09 $25.00 Smethport, PA 16749-0504
Total Enclosed $ (814) 887-5613 or

Any questions Call Jamie Snyder at (814) 837-0162 or jsnyder@collinsco.com
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Your Right to Harvest: Some Legal Considerations when
Dealing with Pennsylvania Municipalities

By Derald J. Hay, Esquire

A timber harvest is a silviculturally recognized
method of sustainable forest management. It
allows for a flooding of light to the forest floor so
that the species that demand light are able to
germinate and compete with the more shade
tolerant species. Additionally, a timber harvest
allows for the hardwood species to regenerate
through stump sprouts. A stump sprout generally
grows faster than a similarly situated seedling
because it has the benefit of the extensive root
system developed by the parent tree. Therefore, in
some forests, harvesting is an essential component
of managing the forest for the desired species
composition.

However, more importantly from an
investment perspective, a timber harvest equals
dollars in the pocket and helps to cover the costs of
responsibly managing the forest. When a forest
can be profitable for the landowner, there is less of
an incentive to develop the parcel and will ensure
that the parcel remains forested for generations.
As an accepted practice of forestry, the timber
harvest is a use permitted by right under the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code
(MPC), thus, it is exempt from many onerous
municipal tree replacement or tree removal
conditions. There are no statewide statutes or
regulations that specifically address appropriate
timber harvesting methods except for the
implementation of best management practices.
While there are some state regulations that deal
with erosion and sedimentation control, wetlands
and endangered species, timber harvesting is
largely a self-regulating practice.

Historically, townships have set restrictions on
forestry through limits on harvest intensity,
location, or methods permitted within the
municipality. In 1994, Section 107 of the MPC was
amended to “encourage the maintenance and
management of forested or wooded open space
and promote the conduct of forestry as a sound
and economically viable use of forested land
throughout this Commonwealth.”

While the MPC grants municipalities the
ability to regulate land use, it limits the types of
restrictions or burdens that a municipality may
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place on forestry activities. For instance, the MPC
explicitly prohibits any municipality from enacting
ordinances that “unreasonably restrict forestry
activities.” Furthermore, municipalities are
prohibited from “precluding access for forestry”
even under the cloak of regulating to protect and
preserve natural resources.

Despite these protections for forest
management, some municipalities have enacting
zoning ordinances that require implementation of
specific practices for timber harvesting.
Sometimes a municipality may have a legitimate
reason for the zoning ordinance; however, other
municipalities are primarily interested in
preventing legitimate timber harvesting because of
aesthetic reasons or to prevent development. In
these cases, municipalities attempt to prohibit
even-aged forest management (or other sound
forestry practices) even though the management
may make ecological and economical sense. These
types of ordinances may be invalid because they
exceed the scope of authority that municipalities
have when regulating land use.

As a property owner, you have the right to use
your land in a profitable manner that does not
excessively interfere with your neighbors. If your
right to harvest timber is being arbitrarily
interfered with, you may have a right to see relief.
There are several avenues that you might seek
relief. For instance, if you apply for a timber
harvesting permit and are denied for an arbitrary
reason, you can appeal the decision to the local
zoning hearings board. You may also seek to
invalidate the ordinance, as a whole, in the
Pennsylvania court system. Other options may
also exist, depending on you circumstances. a

Derald Hay is the author of Your Right to Harvest: Some
Legal Considerations when Dealing with Pennsylvania
Municipalities. Derald is an attorney with the law firm
Fox Rothschild LLP, 747 Constitution Drive, Exton, PA
19341. Derald’s practice focuses primarily on
environmental law and real estate transactions. Derald
graduated from Penn State with a B.S. in forest science
and a joint ].D. and M.S. in forest resources before
joining Fox Rothschild. Derald can be reached at
610-458-2990 or dhay@foxrothschild.com
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Coming Events

July
22-24

Allegheny SAF Summer Meeting:
“Landscape Impacts Associated
with Oil/Gas Exploration and
Production” Pittsburgh University,
Bradford, PA Campus. See page 7
for agenda and registration form

September

15
17-20

28-Oct. 4

October
7

18-23

Allegheny News deadline!

Maryland Woodland Stewards
Training in Centerville, MD.
www.naturalresources.umd.edu
Nevin Dawson at 410-827-8056,
ext. 125 or ndawson@umd.edu

SAF National Convention in
Orlando, FL. Registration and
information at www.safnet.org

Forest Vegetation & Invasive Plant
Management Field Workshop: A
Silvicultural Perspective” in
McAlevys Fort, Huntingdon Co.,
PA. Pre-registration required by
September 29; Contact 814-355-4897
or CentreExt@psu.edu

Keystone SAF Chapter meeting,
King’s Gap Environmental Center,
“PA’s PNDI Program,” and
election of officers. Craig Houghton
cth2@psu.edu or 717-749-6239

25th Anniversary presentation of
Roach/Bauer Forestry Forum,
Kane, PA Country Club. Blaine
Puller, Jeff Kochel and Ken Kane
review 25 years of forestry forums!

XIII World Forestry Congress,
“Forests in Development - a Vital
Balance” held in Buenos Aires,
Argentina. Visit www.wfc2009.org

Future Allegheny SAF Meetings
Winter 2010: West Virginia Division

Summer 2010: Pinchot Chapter, PA

Future SAF National Conventions
2010: Albuquerque, NM — October 25-28
2011: Honolulu, HI — November 2-6
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Allegheny SAF
Committee Chairs

Auditing
Ronald J. Sheay
12 Glenwood Lane
Stockton, NJ 08559
(h) 609-397-7886
revdrvirginias@aol.com

Awards
Howard G. Wurzbacher
17374 N. Main Street Ext.
Titusville, PA 16354
(o) 814-484-9954
(h) 814-589-7538
hwurzbache@state.pa.us

Communications
Ronald R. Farr, CF
6 Ricker Road
Newfoundland, NJ 07435
(o) 973-831-3358
(h) 973-208-8165
rfarr@njdwsc.com

Continuing Forestry
Education Coordinator
Mark Vodak
Cook Campus, Rutgers
80 Nichol Avenue
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
(0) 732-932-8993 x10
(h) 609-758-9449
vodak@aesop.rutgers.edu

Education
Mark R. Webb
11021 Route 6
Union City, PA 16438
(o/h) 814-663-5393
(f) 814-663-4008
mrkrwebb@earthlink.net

Education Endowment Fund
Ronald J. Sheay
12 Glenwood Lane
Stockton, NJ 08559
(h) 609-397-7886

Forest History
Ronald J. Sheay
12 Glenwood Lane
Stockton, NJ 08559
(h) 609-397-7886

Forest Science Coordinator
Mary Ann Fajvan
USFS NE Station

180 Canfield Street
Morgantown, WV 26505
(o) 304-285-1575
(h) 304-892-4515
mfajvan@fs.fed.us

Membership
Kurt W. Gottschalk
180 Canfield Street
Morgantown, WV 26505
(o/h) 724-627-4161
(f) 724-627-8540
kwgottschalk@greenepa.net

Nominations

Kenneth W. Jolly

6 Landings Court
Annapolis, MD 21403

(o) 410-260-8502

(h) 410-263-1989

(f) 410-260-8596
kjolly@dnr.state.md.us

Policy & Legislative (PLAN)
Timothy A. Kaden
724 Green Winged Trail
Camden, DE 19934
(h) 302-697-7066
Greatnowandthen@yahoo.com

Program
Ned R. Karger

409 W. Hemlock Avenue
Kane, PA 16735

(o) 814-837-6941 ext. 21
(h) 814-837-6819
(f) 814-837-7506

nkarger@collinsco.com

Student Quiz Bowl
Michael Powell
107 Sandstone Lane
Spring Mills, PA 16875
(h) 814-422-8679
(0) 814-863-1113
(f) 814-865-3725
mjp175@psu.edu

Tellers

Susan L. Stout _

US Forest Service
PO Box 267

Irvine, PA 16329
(o) 814-563-1040
(h) 814-726-2023
sstout@fs.fed.us
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Allegheny Society of American Foresters

Chairman
Kurt Gottschalk
180 Canfield Street
Morgantown, WV 26505

(0) 304-285-1598
(h) 724-627-4161

(f) 724-627-8540

kgottschalk@fs.fed.us

Bradley W. Elison
102 Lyndon Drive
Clarks Summit, PA 18411
(0) 570-963-45d61
(h) 570-945-3652
belison@state.pa.us

Executive Director

Officers
Chairman-Elect Secretary/Treasurer Past Chairman
Mary Ann Fajvan Rachel R. Billingham Kim C. Steiner
180 Canfield Street 95 Black Walnut Drive 104 Ferguson Building
Morgantown, WV 26505 Etters, PA 17319 Penn State University
(0) 304-285-1575

(o) 717-783-0385

(h) 717-932-4802

(f) 717-783-5109
rbillingha@state.pa.us

(h) 304-892-4515

(o) 814-865-9351
mfajvan@fs.fed.us

kes@psu.edu

Executive Committee

Ned R. Karger
409 W. Hemlock Avenue
Kane, PA 16735
(o) 814-837-0121

Charles J. Newlon, CF
44 Canary Way
Hamilton, NJ 08690
(h) 609-838-7083

Steven F. Resh

(o) 301-784-5307
(h) 814-837-6819 cbnewlon@optonline.net (h) 301-722-2834
(f) 814-837-7506 sresh@allegany.edu
nkarger@collinsco.com

Council Representative

Jack Winieski Kenneth W. Jolly
PO Box 699 6 Landings Court
Dillsburg, PA 17019-0699 Annapolis, MD 21403
(0/£) 717-432-3646 (0) 410-260-8502
ansaf@verizon.net (h) 410-263-1989
(f) 410-260-8595
kjolly@dnr.state.md.us
Division Chairs
Maryland/Delaware New Jersey Pennsylvania West Virginia
Jonathan Kays Douglas Tavella Howard Wurzbacher Robert Beanblossom
Wstrn MD Resrch Ed Center PO Box 313 17374 N. Main St. Extension WYV Parks & Recreation
18330 Keedysville Road Newton, NJ 07860

Keedysville, MD 21756
(0) 301-432-2767, x323
(h) 301-582-1315

Titusville, PA 16354
(o) 814-432-3187
(h) 814-589-7538

(0) 973-579-2748
(h) 717-688-9648
tavellad@verizon.net

Charleston, WV 25305
(o) 304-558-2764

hwurzbache@state.pa.us (c) 304-389-5041
jkays@umd.edu (f) 304-558-0077
Chapter Chairs
Keystone Northern Hardwood Pinchot Plateau
Michael J. Kusko, Jr. CF James R. Snyder, Jr. Nicholas Lylo Scott Seibert
410 Starr Avenue 229 Emmett Avenue 281 Lehigh Street 2370 Raymilton Road
Chambersburg, PA 17201 Ridgway, PA 15853 Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 Utica, PA 16362
(0) 717-352-2211 (o) 814-837-0162 (0) 570-963-4563 (o) 724-376-7463
(h) 717~-263-8030 (h) 814-772-6228 (f) 570-963-3048 bigtreel@earthlink.net
(f) 717-352-3007 (f) 814-837-7506 nlylo@state.pa.us
mkusko@state.pa.us jsnyder@collinsco.com
Rothrock Valley Forge Western Gateway
Robert Merrill, Jr. Jeffr;ey Stuffie Robb W. Piper
3372 State Park Road 186 Trappe Road 401 Candlelight Dr., Suite 221
Penfield, PA 15849

(0) 814-765-0821
(h) 814-371-7416

bndmerrill@verizon.net

Collegeville, PA 19426
(o) 610-582-9660
(h) 610-489-7461

jstuffle@state.pa.us

Ebensburg, PA 15931
(o) 814-472-2120
(f) 814-472-0686
piper@co.cambria.pa.us

University Park, PA 16802

12401 Willowbrook Road
Cumberland, MD 21502

Bldg 3, Rm 710 Capital Cmplx



