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Cover Story 

Play ball! — with a wooden bat.  
Brian Boltz, General Manager of the Larimer & Norton 
Timber Division of Hillerick & Bradsby of Akeley, PA, 

gave an informative talk on the manufacture of ash and 
maple baseball bats by their company at the ANSAF 

winter meeting. Photo highlights of the meeting can be 
found on pages 10-12. 
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Chair’s Corner 
By Mary Ann Fajvan, Allegheny SAF Chair 

 No matter how severe the winter, during 
the first week of March the local frog 
population manages to produce egg clusters in 
one of the spring-fed seeps on our farm.  This 
year I checked on March 3rd and my annual 
quest for the first sign of spring was rewarded 
by the presence of two egg clusters.  Yesterday, 
my husband and I were pruning branches from 
an ancient white oak along the edge of our 
hayfield to facilitate tractor movement later in 
the summer.  I noticed a large patch of white 
oak saplings were also encroaching onto the 
field.  My husband wanted to mow the saplings 
down!  I explained that such a patch of 
regeneration was a rare event for our woodlot 
because of hungry deer.  We are now working 
on a compromise plan to thin the sapling patch 
to favor the best stems and still clear some 
brush to allow mowing. 
 I would like to thank the Plateau Chapter 
for all their efforts to host such an informative 
Winter Meeting.  I always benefit from the 
many discussions held after the presentations 
and then continue during coffee breaks.  It was 
great to see all of the students participating and 
I want to encourage all members make an extra 
effort to get to know our student members.  I 

(continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

Next newsletter deadline  

is June 15, 2011 

Send articles in Microsoft Word format and  
photos as JPG files to Allegheny News editor  
Jack Winieski via email at ansaf@verizon.net 

For newsletters, officer information, important 
documents, committees/chairs, etc.,  
visit the Allegheny SAF website: 

www.alleghenysaf.org 

am always invigorated by their 
energy and optimism.  During the 
banquet, Jonathan Kays was 
honored by receiving the Robert 
W. Bauer Outstanding Service to 
Forestry Award.  Congratulations!  
Please check the Allegheny SAF 
website for nomination materials 
for all of our awards.  I want to 
remind everyone that nominations 
for the President’s Field Forester 
award should be submitted to Jon 
Kays before May 15, 2011 (because 
of a small delay in the Spring 
Allegheny Newsletter mailing, Ken 
Jolly has extended the submission 
date this year, but asks to get any 
nomination in ASAP) . 
 Election of officers for 
Allegheny SAF will take place in 
October and we need to know of 
your interest by August before the 
submission deadline of September 
1, 2011.  Nominations are needed 
for the positions of Secretary, 
Treasurer, and Chair-elect (notice 
the position of Secretary and that of 
Treasurer are now separate offices).   
All information about the duties of 
these positions is included in our 
Bylaws, which are found under the 
“Documents” link on our website.  
Please give Kurt Gottschalk or me 
a call if you are interested in 
discussing any of these positions 
and in joining the leadership of 
Allegheny SAF.  The success of our 
organization is based on the 
dedication of our hardworking 
volunteers so please consider 

joining us!   f 

In Memoriam 
 Raymond M. Miller 85, of 
Warren, PA passed away on 
February 26, 2011 at his home 
after a brief illness.  He was 
born in Pitcairn, PA on 
November 19, 1925.  His 
attendance at Pennsylvania 
State College was interrupted 
by his service in the US Army, 
10th Mountain Division 
Artillery as a forward lineman 
in Italy and Austria during 
World War II.  When he 
returned home he completed 
his Bachelor’s Degree in 
Forestry in 1949 at 
Pennsylvania State College.   
 Miller’s forestry career began with the US Forest Service in 
Colorado and followed with the Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry 
in Warren County and the Charles R. Krimm Lumber Company 
in Williamsport, PA. In 1951, he started his own consulting 
forestry business covering northwest PA and southwest NY, 
with offices in Warren, PA and was founder and first president 
of Allegheny Forestry, Inc., in Warren PA.   
 He had been a member of the Society of American Foresters 
since 1951 and a member of the Association of Consulting 
Foresters since 1963.  He was a co-founder and the first 
Chairman of the Penn-York Chapter of ACF and served as 
Chairman from 1975 to 1979.  He also served as Chairman of the 
ACF Nominations Committee from 1980 to 1982. 
 Ray is survived by his wife, Ruth, sons Walter, Scott & Dave 
and daughters Kathleen, Susan and Nancy.  He had 14 
grandchildren, 28 great grand children and one great-great 

grandson.   f 
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Casey’s Forestry Concepts 
“A New Kind of Consulting” 

Income Tax Reduction • Conservation Education 
Restructuring Plans to Reduce Tax • Ordinance Development 
 

Lloyd R. Casey 
1263 Palomino Drive Phone: 610-436-9424 
West Chester, PA 19380 email: lrcasey@comcast.net 
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  My name is Adam Miller  
and I am currently a senior in  
Forestry Resources Management  
at West Virginia University.  At 
WVU, I have held the position of  
Treasurer of the WVU Student 
Chapter for the past two years.   
In October 2010, I was appointed  
as the first Student Representative 
for District VII of the Society of 
American Foresters (SAF) at the 
National Convention in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico.   
 District VII includes all 
members of the Allegheny and 
National Capital Societies.   
Two-year and four-year forestry 
schools at West Virginia University, Penn State 
(main campus), Penn State (Mont Alto), Allegany 
College of Maryland, Pennsylvania Technical 
College, and Glenville State College are 
represented in District VII. 
 As Student Representative, my main duties 
included communicating with each of the forestry 
schools within the district in order to improve the 
quality of each school’s SAF student chapter.  The 
purpose is to communicate new ideas among 
student chapters in order to increase student 
participation, community involvement, etc.  As I 
communicate with each school, it is my duty to 
monitor the success for each student chapter 
program and then convey that information to the 
SAF District Council representative. As you know, 
Ken Jolly is our present representative to SAF 
Council. Each year, the student presents a brief 
report to the SAF council representative. 
 I am pleased to report that the WVU student 
chapter of SAF has had a very successful year,  the 
35 student members being very involved within 
their school, and the local community.  It has been 
a difficult task to contact other schools within the 
region during my brief time as student   
representative. This could be attributed to the fact 
that this is the first year for the position and it is 
still developing. I have, however, been able to 
attain contact information for every school within 
the district that should prove to be very useful for  

    the next student representative  
    who is to be appointed in May  
    2011.   
          An issue I encountered as the  
    student representative was the  
    question, “How can we keep  
    SAF students in SAF after  
    graduation as professionals?”   
    This was an important question  
    and hot topic at the Albuquerque  
    convention and there was never  
    really a consensus. One  
    suggestion was to lower the cost  
    of dues for the most recent  
    graduates.   In my opinion, one  
    of the biggest benefits to  
    continued SAF membership is 

the professional association and contacts with 
practitioners.   
 Ben Misleh, a junior Forest Resource 
Management major at West Virginia University, 
intends to become the next District VII student 
representative.  He currently holds the office of 
secretary in the WVU chapter of the SAF and will 
likely hold office again next year. I believe that Ben 
will carry out the responsibilities of student 
representative to the best of his ability.  
 Being the Student Representative for District 
VII was a valuable learning experience for me, has 
given me great networking opportunities, and has 
allowed me to grow as an individual. I hope future 
student representatives will enjoy their role in SAF 

as much as I have.   f 

SAF District VII Student Representative Report  
By Adam Miller, WVU Forest Resource Management Senior 
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District VII Council Report 

By Kenneth Jolly, CF, SAF District VII Representative 

 
     Council held its first meeting of 2011 on March 5 and 6 at the 
SAF Headquarters Office in Bethesda.  The following are 
highlights from the Agenda Items that Council covered at this 
meeting:  
 
♦ New Membership Incentive Campaign Approved: I am very pleased 
to report that Council approved a new and exciting membership 
incentive campaign, which will be rolled out in June of this year.  
Specific details of this new campaign will be communicated to 
the membership by way of SAF’s various information sources, 
but I want to “build your anticipation” by telling you that I 

believe this campaign provides the best recruitment incentives – for both existing members and 
newly recruited members – that I have seen since I became an SAF member almost 30 years ago!  
Look for more information and details on this in June – I know you’ll like it!!  

♦ SAF Budget and Finances:  Council continues to give careful attention to SAF’s budget situation, 
and appointed a sub-committee to work with National Office staff to develop three-year budget 
projections which will be used to develop strategies to improve SAF’s financial position into the 
future.  Since membership dues constitute a significant source of revenue for SAF, Council is 
currently working with staff to conduct research on alternative dues structures that provide greater 
flexibility for members, resulting in better membership retention and thereby increased revenues.  
Council will also be taking a closer look at the finances associated with various SAF programs, and 
will use the budget projection data to determine whether strategic changes should be made to 
strengthen existing programs financial performance. 

♦ Strategic Planning:  Council officially approved the effort to integrate “Good to Great” [“G2G”] 
concepts into SAF’s Strategic Planning effort (“Good to Great” is a best-selling organizational 
management book authored by Jim Collins).  Extensive discussion centered around three G2G 
concepts in relation to SAF’s Strategic Plan:  (1) improving the functionality of SAF’s National 
Committees, (2) identifying critical challenges facing SAF, and (3) identifying SAF’s central 
organizational opportunity for excellence (in “G2G” terminology, this involves “getting the right 
people on the bus, facing the brutal facts, and understanding SAF’s Hedgehog Concept”).  Council will be 
working closely with the House of Society Delegates (HSD) throughout the rest of the year to 
obtain feedback from State Society leadership on the G2G strategic concepts, so stay tuned for 
further information on this effort as the year unfolds.   

♦ Policy Items:  Council reviewed recent changes to SAF Policy staff that were instituted by EVP/
CEO Michael Goergen in response to the recent departure of Erica Rhoad, SAF’s former Director of 
Forest Policy (who left SAF to continue working on forestry policy issues in a new position on 
Capitol Hill).  SAF’s Policy Staff has been reconfigured and expanded via a new contractual 
agreement with a consulting senior policy advisor who will work closely with two new SAF policy 
staff to address the many policy issues facing professional foresters.  Council agreed this new staff 
arrangement would continue to bolster SAF’s reputation as a forest policy leader on Capitol Hill.  
Council also received an update from the Committee on Forest Policy (CFP) on current SAF policy 
engagement, upcoming Position Statements which will be presented to Council for approval in 
2011, and the progress of the Task Force on Forest Carbon Offsets and Forest Biomass for Energy. 
 

4 
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♦ International Engagement:  Council discussed a number of international forestry opportunities, 
including participation in an international network of Professional Forestry Organizations, the 
international aspects of hosting the 2011 National Convention in Hawaii (greater participation from 
foresters from Pacific Rim countries such as New Zealand), the opportunities to promote forestry 
related to the U.N.’s “International Year of the Forest,” future meeting opportunities with the 
International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO), and the role of SAF’s World 
Forestry Committee. 

♦ Accreditation:  Council approved the recommendation of the Task Force on Terrestrial Ecosystem 
Management to proceed with the development of a separate set of accreditation standards for a 
more broadly-based land management curriculum.  The intent is to enhance the appeal of 
educational programs in forestry and provide a broader image for the SAF.  This new accreditation 
standard would serve to supplement the existing specialized SAF accreditation standards for 
Urban Forestry and two-year Forest Technology curricula. 

♦ Professional Recognition:  Council agreed there was a need to continue to encourage State Societies 
to submit nominations for deserving colleagues for National Awards.  The submission deadline for 
most National Award nominations is February 28 annually, and information about the Awards can 
be found on the SAF website.  The Allegheny SAF has successfully nominated several National 
Award recipients in the past, and I would encourage all State Divisions and Chapters to begin 
thinking about potential nominees for 2012 National Award nominations early on!  Also, please 
keep in mind that the deadline for nominations for the Presidential Field Forester Awards is 
coming up very soon, on May 15, and nominations for the HSD National Recognition Awards will 
be due in late summer/early fall (please contact Allegheny Chair Mary Ann Fajvan for more 
information on the HSD Award nomination process).   

♦ Other Business items:  Council received reports from FSTB and HSD; continued work on the 
response to the eight 2010 HSD recommendations to Council; received an up-date from the 
National Council Student Representative; reviewed a preliminary proposal to establish an Invasive 
Species Task Force; appointed the members of the 2011 Council Evaluation Committee; approved a 
student ring distribution plan; and approved a Council Resolution recognizing the Los Angeles 
County Fire Department-Forestry Division in its centennial year for its contributions to forestry 
and providing fire suppression services.   

 The next Council meeting is set for June 4 and 5, 2011.  As always, please feel free to contact me 
if you have any questions or concerns regarding any of the items above, or if there is anything else 
that you want to bring to my attention for Council’s consideration.  I greatly appreciate hearing 

from you with any comments and suggestions you may have for advancing the mission of SAF.    f 

Photo Art: 
1st Place - Jeff Stuffle 
Waiting for Spring 

2nd Place - Dennis Galway 
Rincon Lighthouse 

3rd Place - Dennis Galway 
Karate Kid Blue Heron 

 

3D Art: 
1st Place - Jack Buckler 
Candle Holder – Center piece 

2nd Place - Rachel Billingham 
Silver caged Freshwater Pearl Necklace 

 
Flat Art: 
1st Place - Rachel Billingham 
“Lew” in pencil 

 
Sculpture: 
1st Place - Tom Kase 
Wooden Bowl-Turned from Apple 
 

GRAND PRIZE WINNER: 
Tom Kase 
Wooden Bowl-Turned from Apple 

Reginald Forbes Art Show Winners 2011 
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SAF Presidential Field Forester Award Nominations  
Extended to May 15, 2011 

 There are numerous field foresters among us who should be recognized for their talent and who 
actively practice professional forestry in the field daily. Stop and think for a moment of colleagues who 
you may work with or who you know from experience, are performing exceptionally in their circle of the 
forest profession daily.  

THINK TIME IS UP! 

 In our SAF District VII, which includes both the Allegheny SAF and the National Capital Societies of 
American Foresters, we have recognized the following peers since 2000. 
 

     District VII  
     Presidential Field Forester Recipients 

     2000 – Robert L. Girvin, Jr.,  
     Allegheny PA Division 
     2001 – Robert O. Hobbes, Jr., CF,  
     Allegheny PA Division 
     2002 – Timothy A. Kaden, CF,  
     Allegheny MD/DE Division 
     2003 – Keith D. Horn,  
     Allegheny PA Division 
     2004 – Stephen E. Jaquith, CF,  
     Allegheny PA Division 
     2005 – Blaine A. Puller,  
     Allegheny PA Division 
     2006 – Stephen E. Wacker,  
     Allegheny PA Divisioin 
     2007 – Jessica G. Strother, CF,  
     National Capital 
     2008 – Scott J. Kurtzman, CF,  
     Allegheny PA Divisioin 
     2009 – Francis O. Zumbrun II,  
     Allegheny MD/DE Division 
     2010 – David F. Miller,  
     Allegheny Division 
     2011 - ????? 
 
 Ken Jolly, District VII Representative to  
     Council, has agreed to extend the deadline for  
    submitting nominations for this award beyond  
    April 15, and asks that you fill out the form found  
    on page 7 of this newsletter, and submit it to  
    Jonathan Kays, ANSAF Awards Chair before  
    Sunday, May 15 via email at jkays@umd.edu or  
    telephone 301-432-2767.    
           Additional information is available on the  
     Allegheny SAF website at  

     www.alleghenysaf.org/awards.htm     f 

“I got into this business because the 
tree protectors my customer was 
using killed over half his trees.” 
    Tom Mills 
    Tree Pro President 

      “So I started designing 
and testing my own protec-
tors. Eventually, I came up 
with a design that did the job it 
was supposed to.  
     “There are just too many 
variables that affect tree 
health and growth to rely on 
guesswork. To truly know 
what works, you must exhaus-
tively test each product. 

“That same philosophy applies to all our products: 
time-release fertilizer, root dip, inoculants, soil soften-
ing agents, weed mats, etc. 

“Planting trees can be a huge investment in time, 
money and effort. To not protect them from deer and 
other animals, to not give them the best start you pos-
sibly can, is to throw caution to the wind.”  

Choose tree enhancement  
products with the same care  

you choose your trees. 

Ask about our $99 Planta-
tion Starter Kit, which in-
cludes 10 GSP black wal-
nut trees along with all the 
thoroughly tested tree en-
hancement products you 
need to get started. 

Tree ���� Pro  
3180 West 250 North 
West Lafayette, IN 47906 
800-875-8071   
www.treepro.com   
sales@treepro.com 

6 
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District VII Allegheny, National Capitol 
SAF Presidential Field Forester Awards 

 

NOMINATION FORM 
    
Candidate Name:  _______________________________________________ 
 
SAF Society/Division/Chapter: ___________________________________  
 
Year Joined SAF:  ________________ 
 
Education: 
 
 
 
 
 
Work/Employment Experience (must have practiced forestry in the field for at least 10 years):   
 
 
 
 
 
SAF Activities: 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Conservation Organization Activities: 
 
 
 
 
 
Awards Received: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Career Narrative on separate sheet of paper (must demonstrate the following): 

· Candidate has practiced field forestry in a truly outstanding manner through use of unusual 
talent, skill and innovative methods 

· Candidate understands and used science along with adaptive management processes to 
achieve landowner objectives in the context of promoting forest sustainability 

· Candidate is recognized locally or regionally by peers for excellence in field application of 
forestry 
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Beginning Balances  
(when treasury was passed from R. Billingham)  
1.  Checking Account $  5,192.00 

2.  Endowment Savings $46,520.35  

 
Checking Account 

Additions: 
 National Dues (pass through) $13,808.50 
 Dues donation (Schweitzer)            15.00 
 Donation (North HW Chapter)     1,828.00 
 Donation (WV Division)       1,000.00 
 Donation (Heilig)            25.00 
 Newsletter Advertising          690.00 
 Closed advertising special acct.        452.33 
 Closed old checking account (R.B.)       7,233.41 
 Foresters Fund pass through (NJ CD project)       3,200.00 

 Total Checking Account additions:  $28,252.24 
 
Subtractions: 

 Division/Chapter dues pass through  $  4,312.25 
      (Valley Forge-$38, Keystone-$52.50,  

     NHW-$56, Pinchot-$42, Plateau-$49,  
     Rothrock-$50, West Gateway-$62,  
     MD/Del-$530, NJ-$755, WV-$466.50,  
     PA-$1,642.50, NJ reissue-$568.75) 

 HSD Assessment $     523.60               
 Allegheny News publication $  3,180.85 

Executive Directors Stipend $  7,720.00 
Student Travel $     500.00 
Foresters Fund grant pass through (NJ CD) $  3,200.00 
Website Expenses  $     284.90 

Total Subtractions $19,721.60 
 

Checking account balance as of Dec. 31, 2010:   $13,722.64 
 
Endowment Balance as of Dec 31, 2010:    $46,635.51 
(Liquid = $3,391.43) (CD = $43,244.08) 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Steven Resh, Treasurer 

Allegheny Society of American Foresters 
2010 Treasurer’s Report 
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ANSAF Winter Meeting Well Attended 
By John Daugherty, Chair, Plateau Chapter 

 Thanks to all who attended and/or contributed to the Winter 
Meeting of the Allegheny SAF in Clarion, PA, February 16-18, 2011. 
The consensus is that this meeting was a resounding success. This is 
the result of several factors including geographic location, venue, 
optimal weather for travel, program, presenters, the level of both 
regular member and student member participation, exhibitors, those 
donating items and funds and, of course, the hard work of many 
dedicated host Chapter members. 
 Total attendance exceeded our expectations, with about 180  
multi-day attendees. Including students who attended the Quiz Bowl 
only, the number was close to 200.  The Wednesday Ice-breaker reception was well attended and the 
Thursday banquet was sold out – we apologize to the few late    registrants that could not get a ticket.  
Gary Gilmore presented the evening banquet talk on the development of the Clarion and Allegheny  

   Valleys - thanks Gary. 
         The speaker’s presentations complimented the program’s main  
   theme, “Maintaining and Enjoying Our Forests,” with  
   presentations covering Silviculture, Recreation, and Fire.  These  
   presentations were both informative and timely and were followed  
   by active audience participation in the form of questions and  
   discussion. We wish to extend our thanks and appreciation to each  
   of the speakers for taking the time and making the effort to ensure  
   a successful SAF Winter Meeting. 
         We had a rousing Student Quiz Bowl that went down to the  
   wire with the winning school being Penn State Mont Alto. Other  
   participating schools were Allegheny College of Forestry in  
   Maryland, West Virginia University and Penn State Main Campus.  
   We are pleased that the faculties of these schools understand the  
   importance of student participation and assist them in preparation  
   and attendance. With the personal financial support of many of the  
   attendees and through the  
   fundraising at the meeting, 

each participating school will receive a monetary award from the 
Plateau Chapter to help cover travel costs. Thanks to the student 
chapters and the colleges who made the effort to participate. 
 Fundraisers are a major part of financing these meetings and 
we thank all attendees who participated.  The funds raised do  
not stay with the host chapter.  Aside from supporting student 
participation and travel expenses of speakers, they also support 
the Bob Bauer Scholarship Fund. 
 Certificates were awarded for winners in the Reginald Forbes 
Art Contest at the banquet (results elsewhere in this issue), as  
well as recognition of 50-year Golden members.  
 As you can appreciate, an event such as this does not happen 
without the hard work of many volunteers. We thank those 
Plateau members who contributed many, many hours to making 
this meeting such a great success. When you next see or talk to 
them, please extend a thanks to our Co-chairs, Cecile Stelter and 
Howard Wurzbacher.   f 

Allegheny SAF Chair Mary Ann Fajvan (left)   
Presents to Rachel Billingham the “Special Chair 

Award” for excellent long-term service as  
ANSAF Secretary/Treasurer 

Douglas Tavella (right) accepts the 2010 HSD  
National Recognition Award on behalf of the NJ 

Division for their production of the film “A Working 
Forest—Its Future with Fire, People and Wildlife” 



The Allegheny News, Spring 2011 10 

Allegheny Winter Meeting Photo Highlights 
Photos courtesy of Charlie Newlon and Jack Winieski 
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Allegheny Winter Meeting Photo Highlights 
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Executive Committee Meeting of the Allegheny SAF 
February 16, 2011 • Clarion Holiday Inn, Clarion, PA 

 The meeting of the Executive  Committee of the Allegheny Society of American Foresters was called 
to order at 2:15 pm by Vice-chair Rachael Billingham.  Members present introduced themselves.  The 
following were present:  Brent Harding, Dave McGill, Aaron Plaugher, Dennis Galway, Doug Tavella, 
Kurt Gottschalk, Jack Winieski, Ned Karger, John Daugerty, Kenneth Jolly, Bob Webster, Steve Resh, and 
Jeffrey Stuffle.  Chair Mary Ann Fajvan arrived at 2:30 and chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 All Chapter and Division officers were urged to submit the names and contact information of their 
new officers. 

Steve Resh Treasurer’s Report for 2010 (appears elsewhere). 
 Resh explained that the Educational Endowment funds have been deposited into five CD accounts.  
Four of the accounts contain $10,000 and the fifth opened with $3,244.08.  One account will mature each 
year for the next five years and each will be renewed for a five year period.  The earnings will be 
automatically deposited into a savings account and represent the funds available for educational projects.  
Kurt Gottschalk moved that the report be accepted seconded by Bob Webster.  Motion approved.  Resh 
requested that Treasurers reports from all Divisions/Chapters be submitted as soon as possible so that 
IRS forms can be submitted. 

HSD Report. 
 Mary Ann and Rachael reported on the meeting of the House of Society Delegates.   Much of the 
discussion at the HSD meeting was regarding the proposed  increase of the national dues.  Other item 
discussed was a proposed SWOT analysis which will take inventory of the SAF’s strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats.  The Allegheny submitted several projects which they believe contribute to the 
strengths of the Society including; The recently completed “Keep Forests in Forest” video, The LEED 
green building initiative, the development of the Allegheny SAF web site, and our shift towards 
technology to improve communication among the membership of the Allegheny SAF.  MaryAnn also 
made note of the fact that the Allegheny has received a HSD award in each of the first three years of the 
award’s existence. 

Kenneth Jolly SAF Council Report.   
 Much of the work at Council meetings has involved finances and a discussion of the possible dues 
increase.  Kenneth cited the loss of membership, the reduction of advertisement spending for the Society’s 
publications and the reduction in attendance at the last two national meetings as the cause of the financial 
shortfall.  The Society has experienced a loss of approximately $300,000 in each of the last three years of 
operation.  No final decision has been made with respect to the dues increase by Council.   
 Ken announced that Kurt Gottschalk will be sitting on the Council because of his appointment as the 
National Chair of the Forest Science and Technology Board.  Ken also spoke of some investments by the 
national office which should improve member services.  The SAF has purchased a new data base of 
member information which should reduce costs.  The national office has turned over much of the 
advertisement sales responsibility to a private contractor. 
 Kenneth also reported that for the first time, this year’s forestry graduates who are members of the 
Society will be given forestry rings.  It is hoped that local Divisions will make help make the awarding of 
the rings a memorable occasion.  Pavers are still being sold by the National SAF to help defray the cost 
associated with fixing up the national office.  Ken explained that although the property is still being 
marketed for sale, the bricks would stay in place no matter who owned the building.  Mr. Jolly also 
announced that for the first time ever, the SAF will act as the accrediting body for terrestrial ecology 
educational programs in the United States.  Finally, Ken asked that nominations for the President’s Field 
Forester award be submitted before May 15. 
 
 

(continued on page 14) 
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Executive Director’s Report:  Jack Winieski 
 Jack explained the cost associated with mailing a hard copy of the Allegheny News as compared to 
issuing an electronic copy.  Currently 107 Allegheny SAF members receive a hard copy of all news 
publications, which adds to the cost of issuing an electronic copy.  As a greater percentage of our 
membership switch to an electronic copy, we would be able to replace printed hard copies with 
photocopied hard copies that will reduce the present printing cost.  Jack presented a complete collection 
of The Allegheny News (1992 – 2010) that will be stored in the archives at Penn State.  A second set was 
given to the web master with the hope that they could be scanned for inclusion on the web. 

Awards Chair Report: Jon Kays. 
 Jon reported that the Awards Committee is in place and reviewed two nominations for Outstanding 
Service to Forestry Award.  No nominations were received for the Forester of the Year Award.  Please 
consider future nominations of deserving members. 

CFE Coordinator, Dave McGill. 
 Dave reported that there have been few requests of him to have meetings/programs evaluated for 
continuing education credits.  It seems that many Divisions/Chapters are sending evaluation requests 
directly to the National SAF Office.  Discussion indicated that this coordinator position could become 
more important in the future as the CFE program becomes more heavily used.  Dave will continue in this 
current position until a new Chair takes office in January of 2012. 

Membership Report: Rachael Billingham. 
 Rachael reported a current Allegheny membership of 886.  She reported on her efforts to allow payroll 
deductions covering annual dues form a group within the Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry.  Other 
groups could consider doing the same under revised SAF policy. 

Program Committee: Ned Karger. 
 Ned announced the location of future Allegheny SAF meetings and urged all Chapters/Divisions to 
participate.  The meeting schedule is as follows; Summer 2011 September 14-16 in Salisbury, Maryland 
hosted by the Maryland/Delaware Division.  Winter 2012 meeting will be held February 15-17 in New 
Jersey.  The Valley Forge Chapter will host the Summer 2012 meeting and the Gateway Chapter will host 
the Winter, 2013 meeting. 

Quiz Bowl: Mike Powell. 
 Mike sent a report that four schools will participate in the 2011 Quiz Bowl and that approximately 40 
students will be attending this Winter Meeting. 

Old Business: 
 Kurt Gottschalk led a discussion concerning the revision of the Executive Director’s position in light 
of the retirement of Jack Winieski.  The major duties involved will be to: 1. Serve as newsletter editor, 2. 
Attend Summer and Winter Allegheny SAF meetings, 3. Provide a permanent point of contact and act as 
a holder of records for ANSAF, 4. Work with the Treasurer to provide financial oversight and help 
prepare tax forms.  It is believed that the new Business Manager could accomplish this in from 5 to 10 
hours a week on average.  A motion was made by Steve Resh and seconded by Jon Kays to accept this job 
description and was passed unanimously.  The job will be posted and the Executive Committee will select 
the successful replacement. 

New Business: 
 Steve Resh presented the working budget for 2011.  The minimum income was projected as $11,100 
with a maximum of $16,000.  The minimum expenses were projected to be $11,100with a maximum of 
$16,000.  A motion was made by Kurt Gottschalk to approve the budget projection with a maximum 
overage of $5000, seconded by Bob Webster.  The motion passed. 

(continued from page 13) 
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Brent Harding discussed several changes within the School of Forestry at PSU which may be 
implemented in the very near future.  The Executive Committee offered their support if Brent thought it 
might promote a favorable outcome.  No formal support was requested. 
 A constitutional amendment which allowed the Treasurer/ Secretary position within the Allegheny 
to be split into two positions had been approved last year.  A motion from Rachel Billingham, seconded 
by Steve Resh, suggested that this transition should be made with the next election of officers.  The 
motion passed. 
 A motion was made by Doug Tavella, seconded by Resh, to award $2,000 to the NJ Division SAF from 
the Educational Endowment Fund in support of an educational sugar bush/maple syrup operation 
which has been started in New Jersey.  The Division agreed to put the SAF logo on the syrup jugs 
acknowledging the support of the ANSAF.  The motion passed. 
 A motion was made by Dennis Galway, seconded by Bob Webster, to allow fundraising in support of 
educational grants within the Allegheny SAF.  These funds would be immediately available to augment 
the interest income derived by the Educational Endowment Fund.  The motion passed. 
 Because of the lateness of the hour, much abbreviated reports were accepted from the Divisions/
Chapters within the Allegheny SAF.  A motion to adjourn was made at 6:00 by Dennis Galway seconded 
by Bob Webster.  The motion was approved. 

Allegheny SAF Business Meeting 
February 18, 2011 • Clarion Holiday Inn, Clarion, PA 

 
 The business meeting of the Allegheny SAF was called to order at 9:00 am by Chair, Mary Ann Fajvan.  
Approximately 50 members were present.  Steve Resh, Secretary/Treasurer gave the financial report for 
2010 (presented elsewhere in this newsletter).  Rachel Billingham reported that the membership of the 
Allegheny SAF currently stands at 886 members.   
 Kurt Gottschalk requested that one member from each state within the Allegheny volunteer to act as a 
nomination committee in preparation for the election of officers.  Nominations need to be received by this 
committee before September first so that electronic voting can be utilized. 
 Mary Ann announced that Kim Steiner will be running for a Council seat representing the Allegheny 
and National Capital SAF.  Mary Ann thanked Kim for his willingness to represent us in this position and 
requested that every member support his efforts. 
 Adam Miller, a student from WVU and the District Seven Student Representative to Council 
presented his goals for creating student involvement within the SAF.  Adam wants to increase student 
membership and improve communication among the colleges of the Allegheny SAF. 
 Jack Perdue, our webmaster asked the membership if they access the Allegheny website using their 
smart phones.  Jack is considering reformatting the site so that it can be easily accessed using this 
technology.  Jack hopes to make our website the primary form of communication. 
 Ken Jolly presented his Council Report.    Ken also mentioned the SAF Ring program which will 
present a forestry ring to student SAF graduates this May.  He also discussed ways in which the National 
SAF is addressing the nearly $1,000,000 deficit which has accrued over the last three years.  Ken noted that 
the national office property is still available for purchase but that improvement to the building and the 
addition of commemorative pavers is in process.   Finally, Kenneth announced that SAF will be acting as 
the accrediting body for college terrestrial ecology programs and that the strategic plan of the SAF is 
undergoing changes.  Ken will leave office at the end of this year but has served the district very well.  
 Vice-chair Rachel announced an initiative to raise funds in support of educational projects within the 
Allegheny.  While interest is being earned in support of projects through the Educational Endowment, it is 
felt that a fundraising campaign would benefit activities in the short run. Meeting adjourned at 10:00 am. 

Respectfully submited, 
Steve Resh, Secretary/Treasurer  
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 January 5, 2011  - The Maryland 
Forests Association (MFA), 
Maryland’s premier forest  
advocacy membership group is 
encouraging state run agencies,  
other forest advocacy groups,  
trade associations and the forest 
products industry to work  
together to promote economically 
viable and sustainable forest 
management.   
 Managing our trees and  
forests create jobs and helps to  
make our state sustainable.  This  
initiative is designed to increase  
the forest economic impact in 
Maryland.  “We have a green and 
renewable resource if it is  
nurtured and cared for 
scientifically,” stated John 
Jastrzembski, President of the  
MFA and Professor of Forestry at 
Allegany College of Maryland.  “Sustainable 
forests are healthy, vibrant, improve quality of life, 
and create jobs.  All Marylanders benefit from 
healthy, well managed forests.  This is evident 
with the recently enacted 2009 Maryland 
Sustainable Forestry Act, the most comprehensive 
state forestry legislation in the nation,” exclaimed 
Jastrzembski. 
 William R. Miles, speaking on behalf of the 
Association of Forest Industries, stated “The 
nationally-acclaimed Sustainable Forestry Act of 
2009 sets forth statutory strategies intended to 
promote the retention of privately-owned forest 
land because of their measurable environmental 
and economic contributions to the Chesapeake Bay 
restoration effort and rural resource-based 
communities.  In short, this historic Act — a model 
for national emulation — makes clear that forestry 
is the preferred land use within the State of 
Maryland and that every reasonable policy-related 
effort should be advanced to promote forest land 
retention.” 
 “Our Forests are strategically important.” 
commented State Forester Steve Koehn, who 

spearheads forestry issues for the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources and is the past 
president of the National Association of State 
Foresters.  “Our state forests, family owned 
forests, and industrial partners provide a myriad 
of benefits for Marylanders. Our forests are 
important for improving air and water quality, 
storing carbon, improving quality of life, 
enhancing wildlife habitat and providing 
sustainable jobs. 
 In Maryland, the forest products industry and 
associated green industries including 
arboriculture, urban design, and nursery 
management produce 37,000 jobs.  Managed forest 
can create more jobs.  “Nurturing our forests and 
trees nurtures jobs,” said Steve Castrogiovanni, 
President of the Maryland Arborist Association, “a 
green Maryland benefits everyone.”   
 “The Maryland Association of Forest 
Conservancy District Boards, with ‘Forestry 
Boards’ in every county encourages local 
jurisdictions to manage their forested resources 
wisely. We are losing approximately 7000 acres of 
forest annually in Maryland,” added Jim Bardsley, 

John Jastrzembski, Maryland Forests Association President, examines a bow of a 
hemlock tree infested by the hemlock woolly adelgid 

Maryland Forests Association Initiative  
Promotes Forestry-based Jobs 
By Karen E. Miller, Executive Director MFA 
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Association President, biologist, and Anne 
Arundel County resident.   
 “Our forests are critical to Maryland’s future 
and the restoration of the Chesapeake Bay, not just 
ecologically but economically too,” said Gary G. 
Allen, Chairman of the new Sustainable Forestry 
Council created by the 2009 Act and appointed by 
the Governor O’Malley to define and lead the 
effort to sustain Maryland’s forest lands into the 
21st Century. “Sustainable management of our 
forest resources will produce sustainable jobs,” 
Allen emphasized. 

 “Maryland’s forest industry contributes $7 
billion in economic output with 37,000 jobs. There 
are 130,000 family owned forests in Maryland,” 
states Karin Miller, Executive Director of the 
Maryland Forests Association. “MFA works to 
insure that vibrant forests are maintained 
throughout the State, providing diverse economic 
and environmental benefits to all Marylanders.”  
 For further information visit MFA’s website at 
http://www.mdforests.org or contact MFA by 
telephone at 301-895-5369 or via email at 

director@mdforests.org    f 

Allegheny SAF Business Manager Position Available 
 

Position Available:  Allegheny SAF Business Manager 
 
Mission:  To support the Allegheny SAF (ANSAF) Chair and Executive Committee by 
providing operational support and continuity in operations. 
 
Terms of Employment:  A two-year employment contract which may be renewed or 
renegotiated at the discretion of the ANSAF Executive Committee.  Position is part-time 
(estimated 5-10 hours per week) and compensation is paid as self-employment lump sum. 
 
Major duties: 
 1. Serve as newsletter editor and develop four newsletters per year. 
 2.  Attend ANSAF winter and summer meetings. 
 3.  Coordinate with Treasurer for ANSAF financial management including 

permanent funds, preparing budgets, and filing tax forms.  
 4.  Provide a permanent point of contact/records repository for ANSAF. 
 5.  Serve as liaison and operational support for and between ANSAF, Divisions, 

Chapters, and National Headquarters and provide continuity during officer 
transitions. 

 
Application:  To apply, send a letter of application stating your interest in and 
qualifications for the position along with a resume and the contact information for three 
different references to:  
 
Dr. Kurt W. Gottschalk,  
285 Colonial Dr.  
Waynesburg, PA 15370  
or via email at kgottschalk@windstream.net 
 
Inquiries via email or phone at 304-285-1598 (work) or 724-627-4161 (home).   
All applications must be received by May 15, 2011. 
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Allegheny Society of American Foresters Summer Meeting 
September 14-16, 2011 

The Fountains Conference Center, Salisbury, MD  

Convergence of Traditional Forestry with Ecological Forestry 
10.5 Category 2: SAF CFE’s 

(Thursday 6.5 CFE’s, Friday morning 2 CFE’s, Optional Program Friday 2 CFE’s) 
 

Wednesday, September 14 
  1:00 - 5:30 PM  OPTIONAL WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON ACTIVITIES: (Additional information on registration page) 

• Golf Scramble – Nutters County Club (need minimum of 8 players) 
FOR ALL THREE EVENTS BELOW, MEET AT FURNACE TOWN PARKING LOT at 1:00 PM 

• Hike Birding Trails with local naturalist ($5.00 registration fee, minimum 8 hikers) 
Hike starts at 1:00pm Bring binoculars and camera! 

• Bike Ride: 13 mile Three Bridges Ride; or a 24 miler on a portion of the Beach to Bay Indian Trail 
Group starts at 1:00 and 3 pm.  Show and Go all other times  

• Kayak Nassawango Creek with TNC’s Stewardship Committee Members  
Bring your own canoe or kayak or rent canoes and kayaks in Snow Hill. 

  2:00 - 6:00   Allegheny Executive Committee Meeting – Fountains Conference Center 
  4:00 - 8:00  Registration – Fountains Conference Center( Setup & View Silent Action Items) 
  7:00 - 8:30  Ice Breaker (appetizers) & Cash Bar – Fountains Conference Center  
 
Thursday, September 15 
  7:00 -   9:00 AM  Registration (refreshments)  
  8:00 -   8:10  Welcome – Steve Koehn, Director\State Forester Maryland DNR – Forest Service 
  8:10 -   9:00  Industrial Forest: More Then Fiber – Tom Wieland, NE Regional Manager, Glatfelter Pulp Wood Company  
  9:00 -   9:45  The Nature Conservancy: Forests & Sustainable Management – Debora Landau Ph.D., Cons. Ecologist, TNC  
  9:45 - 10:00  Break – (refreshments) Browse silent auction items 
10:05   Board bus & Depart for Field program (Bring a hardhat if you have one) 
10:30 - 11:15  Forest Products Inc - Bark Mulch Facility – Tommy Johnson: Forest Products Inc.  

• Expanded uses of landscaping mulch, shifts in pulpwood markets to other products 
11:30 – 12:00  Chesapeake State Forest – Field Stop – Larry Walton; Vice President, Vision Forestry LLC  

• Pine Plantation thinning & practices used for oak retention to develop mixed stands 
12:30 -   1:30  Lunch – Historic Furnace Town,  

• History of the Iron Furnace & use of charcoal – Kathy Fisher, Furnace Town Historian  

• Browse around the historical village and the Iron Furnace,  
  1:30 -   2:15  Forest Land Group – Furnace Tract: Matt Sampson, NE Regional Director, FLG   

• Implementing ecological prescriptions on former industrial forest property that is now FSC certified.                  
  2:45 -   3:45  TNC Nassawango Project tour - Debora Landau Ph.D., Conservation Ecologist, TNC 

• Restoration activities in pine stands, prescribe burning to re-establish ecologically important species 

• Reforestation Atlantic White Cedar 
  4:15 -  5:15  Paul Jones Lumber Company – Kenny Pusey, mill owner   

• Utilization of pine timbers in specialized markets (tour wood yard, products) 
  5:15 -  5:45  Travel back to Fountains Conference Center 
  7:00 -  9:00  Dinner: Ward Museum of Wildfowl Art – Speaker: Sam Dyke – SAF Member & Birding Specialist  
   (Dinner and Tour of the Ward Museum, Registration required) 
Friday, September 16 
  7:00 -   8:00  Refreshments & Browse Silent Auction items 
  8:00 -   8:20  Division Business Meetings  
  8:30 -   9:00  Allegheny Business Meeting 
  9:00 -   9:45  Current Trends Influencing changes in Silvicultural Practices – Fred White, (retired) Forest Land Group 
  9:45 - 10:15  Influence of Certification Standards – Neil Sampson; President, Vision Forestry LLC 
10:15 - 10:30  Break: (refreshments) View Silent auction / make final bids 
10:30 - 11:00  Trends in Large Landowner Objectives – Matt Sampson, NE Regional Director, FLG  
11:00 - 11:30  Tree Farm Private Land Certification program – Bob Simpson, Senior Vice President AFF  
11:30 - 12:15  Panel Discussion & Questions 
12:15   Adjourn  
 
  1:00 -  3:30 Tour operations at Delaware Wild Lands (Optional) minimum 10 registered, Pete Martin, Delaware Wildlands   

• Variable retention harvest and ecological restoration of Atlantic White Cedar and Bald Cypress. 
(Registration fee $8, includes box lunch)  

 

Note: All lands that are being visited over this two day conference are certified by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). 
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Additional Conference Information 
 

• Ward Museum:  http://www.wardmuseum.org/Home/tabid/37/Default.aspx 

• Chesapeake Forest:  http://www.dnr.state.md.us/forests/chesapeakeforestlands.asp 

• Nassawango Creek Preserve:  
 http://www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/maryland/preserves/art21134.html 

• Historic Furnace Town:  http://furnacetown.com/ 

• Fountains Conference Center:  http://www.fountainsinc.com/ 

• Delaware Wildlands:  http://delawarewildlands.org/index.htm 

• Canoe Rentals:  http://www.atbeach.com/amuse/md/canoe/index.asp 

• Nutters Crossing Golf:  http://nutterscrossing.com/index.html 

• The Wednesday afternoon golf scramble is being organized by Larry Walton of Vision Forestry you will be 
playing in teams of four and playing the best shot in the group. Prizes will be awarded, all skill levels welcome. 

• For additional information on the Wednesday afternoon events that meet at Furnace Town, Hikers, Bikers, 
Kayakers Contact: J. Jordan 443-235-1634, jjordan@dnr.state.md.us . Please try to meet at the Furnace Town 
Parking Lot at 1:00 p.m. You can reserve a canoe/kayak at the website listed above, mention that you are with 
SAF to receive a discount on the rental.  Please pre-register for these events on the registration form.  

• Portions of the tour on Thursday, September 15th a hardhat will be required, if you have one please 
bring it with you 

• Exhibitor Fee $ 50 per space includes table, must purchase a registration 
 Interested Exhibitors should contact Mike Schofield at: 410-632-3732  

 
HOTEL RESERVATIONS: (Indicate SAF Summer Meeting, Rooms held at the SAF rate until August 14th)  
 
County Inn & Suites:  Room rate for SAF; $75 choice of room with King or two Queens. 
30 rooms reserved for the SAF conference until August 14th, free continental breakfast included 
Contact Hotel: (410) 742-2688 for reservations 
Hotel located next to the conference center (same parking lot) 
http://www.countryinns.com/salisbury-hotel-md-21804/mdsalisb 
  
Microtel Inns & Suites:  Room rate for SAF; $70 
30 rooms reserved for the SAF conference until August 14th, free continental breakfast included 
Contact Hotel: (410) 742-2626 or www.microtelinn.com 
Hotel located next to the conference center. 
 

Sleep Inn:  Room rate for SAF; $81 (2) double beds, $72 (1) queen. 
30 rooms are reserved for the SAF conference until August 14th, free continental breakfast included. 
Contact Hotel: (410) 572-5516 for reservations.  
Hotel located directly across the highway from the conference center behind Denny’s Restaurant.  
www.sleepinn.com/hotel-salisbury-maryland-md022 
 
For those who wish to camp, the following State Parks have trailer and tent sites.  
Some cabin rentals are available. 
 

Pocomoke River State Park: http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/eastern/pocomokeriver.asp 
Located approximately 30 minutes south of the Conference Center, campsites for trailers and tents, also cabin 
rentals.  (Two campground areas located along the Pocomoke River). http://reservations.dnr.state.md.us/  

Janes Island State Park:  http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/eastern/janesisland.asp 
Located on the shores of the Chesapeake Bay approximately 30 minutes south of the Conference Center, campsites 
for trailers and tents, also cabin rentals. http://reservations.dnr.state.md.us/ 
 (continued on page 20) 
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Assateague State Park:  http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/eastern/assateague.asp 

Assateague Island National Seashore:  http://www.nps.gov/asis/index.htm 
 

Please fill out and return the registration material below and return:   

 

Name:________________________________________   Title: ______________________________  

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone#:_____________________________    Email:_______________________________________ 

Registration:  _____SAF Member:  $66.00 (one chain rate)  ______Non (SAF) Member:  $100.00  
 
With paid registration include $30 additional registration for spouse attending program\tour:  $ _________ 
Spouse Name for name tag:________________________________________ 
  
Student Registration:  $30.00 – College enrolled at:________________________________  $__________ 

[  ]  I will be attending the Thursday Ward Museum Dinner & Program ($25/person) ___#  $__________ 

[  ]  I will be attending Friday tour of Delaware Wild Lands ($8/person)  _____#    $__________ 

Late Registration fee: additional $25 if registration postmarked after August 19th     $__________ 
       

TOTAL REGISTATION AMOUNT $ ___________ 

I will participate in the following activity on Wednesday afternoon.   

[  ] Golf Scramble – Nutters County Club ($45 green fee & golf cart) _______#    $__________ 
      Handicap_____   Prizes will be awarded  
      (If event is cancelled due to weather fee will be refunded) 

[  ]  Hike the Prothonotary Birding Trail ($5/person) ______#     $__________ 

[  ]  Bike Ride: From Furnace Town along portions of Beach to Bay Indian Trail (free) ______# 

[  ]  Kayak Nassawango Creek with TNC’s Stewardship Committee Members (free) _______#  
 
       Total Payment Amount Enclosed:   $___________   
 
 

Send completed registration form and check made payable to MD/DE SAF by Friday, August 19th to avoid late 
registration charge. Mail Registration to:  John Jordan 
         Maryland Forest Service 
         10990 Market Lane 
         Princess Anne, MD 21853 
 
Note on Envelope: Allegany SAF Summer Meeting 
 
For those who register for a Wednesday afternoon program above, you will be mailed directions to the site plus 
other information on the event. 
 
Silent Auction: Tables will be set up for the Silent Auction so please consider helping the Allegheny Society by 
donating an item. If you know you will have something to donate please indicate by checking the box [  ].  
 
If you have questions please contact: Kip Powers, 410-713-3862 or email at kpowers@dnr.state.md.us 

(continued from page 19) 
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(continued on page 22) 

 On February 18, 2011 the Pennsylvania Division, Society of American Foresters, held its annual 
meeting at the Holiday Inn in Clarion, PA.  It was held in conjunction with the Allegheny Society meeting 
at the same location.  The following topics were discussed that the Division officers wished to bring 
before the rest of the membership. Approximately forty individuals attended the Division meeting. 

 The Allegheny Society is holding its election of officers this Fall, 2011, and all Divisions and Chapters 
will also need to elect new officers.  Anyone interested in serving please contact a SAF Unit officer by 
August 1, 2011.  We need to have the names of individuals who agree to run for office to the Allegheny 
Society by September 1, 2011. 

 The proposal to reorganize the Chapters within the Pennsylvania Division was thoroughly discussed 
with several different options being placed on the table.  The decision was made to put the fate of the 
various chapters in each chapter’s hands.  Each chapter needs to discuss whether they wish to remain 
independent or dissolve and have its members become active in a neighboring chapter.  The members 
present of two chapters, Plateau and Western Gateway, felt they had strong chapters and indicated that 
their initial reaction was to remain independent.  Members present from some other chapters felt and 
indicated that they may dissolve and become active with a neighboring chapter. 
 Given the diversity of opinions and issues, such as travel times to chapter meetings, a motion was 
made, seconded and voted to have each chapter determine their fate over the next year and report their 
decision at next year’s winter PA Division meeting. The Division officers feel very strongly that this issue 
must be decided at the chapter level.  We are not going to dictate to a chapter that they must dissolve.   
  The option that had a great deal of discussion and seemed to have favorable support was to let each 
member decide to which chapter they wished to belong.   In essence the members would be voting with 
their feet.  This option never made it to the stage where it received a formal vote though it is something 
the chapters need to think about when they have the discussion on whether or not to dissolve. 

 The Division received a request to support a general action lawsuit being brought before the Attorney 
General’s Office by a forest landowner who is being restricted from practicing forestry on one of their 
land holdings by a township ordinance.  This ordinance, in Jay Township, Elk County, is requiring a 1,500 
foot buffer on all streams and watercourses in the Byrns Run Watershed.  The Division has been asked for 
a letter of support along with the Pennsylvania Council of Professional Foresters, the Association of 
Consulting Foresters and several other groups.  A rough draft of the letter was distributed and discussed.  
A motion was made, seconded and voted to send the letter of support.  When the final draft is sent to the 
landowner’s lawyer, a copy will be sent to the Allegheny News for publishing. 

 A member asked about the possibility of the Division holding or helping to sponsor a workshop on 
writing technical plans needed for various properties that are enrolled in Farm Bill programs.  The 
individual felt that enough major changes had occurred in that program that a workshop would be very 
helpful to plan providers.  A motion was made, seconded and voted for the Division to help plan a 
workshop.  In discussions with the Bureau of Forestry Rural and Community Forestry Section, such a 
workshop is currently being planned.  The Division will basically be offering logistical support such as 
sponsoring breaks or paying the meeting room rental.  Another option may be to cover a portion of a 
member’s registration fee. 

 A motion was made, seconded, and discussed to contribute $1,000.00 to the Allegheny Society to help 
cover budget expenses.  During the discussion an amendment was made to the original motion to 
increase it to $2,000.00.  This amendment and motion were voice-approved. 

 A motion was made, seconded and discussed to send a letter to the Commissioners of the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission discussing the importance of managing the white-tailed deer resource of 
the Commonwealth in a scientific manner. The letter follows these minutes. 

Pennsylvania SAF Division Meeting Minutes 
By Douglas D’Amore, PASAF Chair 

21 
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 The possibility of holding a meeting on Marcellus Shale was discussed.  The meeting would be a  
one-day affair focusing on the land management issues the shale play is creating.  Some potential topics 
would be the court decisions affecting landowners with severed rights and lease unitization, pipeline 
mitigation strategies and other land use issues.  Many other groups/individuals are holding educational 
meetings on various aspects of the Marcellus Play.  The Division will sponsor this meeting if we can find 
a niche that is not currently being covered and is an interest to a number of members.  Anyone with ideas 
please contact Chair Doug D’Amore at 570-923-6011 or ddamore@state.pa.us    f 

(continued from page 21) 

  March 3, 2011 

Mr. Carl Roe, Executive Director 

Pennsylvania Game Commission 

2001 Elmerton Ave. 

Harrisburg, PA  17110-9797 

Dear Mr. Roe: 

 At our recent meeting the Pennsylvania Division of the Allegheny Society of American Foresters unanimously voted to 

send you and the eight Commissioners this letter of concern regarding recent changes in the management of the 

Commonwealth’s white-tailed deer herd.  The addition of antler restrictions was a very positive step in introducing quality 

deer management to Pennsylvania.  As your deer biologists have frequently and repeatedly pointed out this means an 

additional eighty to ninety thousand deer need to be removed from the antlerless side of the equation just to keep the herd in 

status quo.  Achieving this goal while restricting harvesting opportunities; -- that is, by limiting concurrent seasons to only 

the second week in so many management units; -- will be very difficult.  From the stand point of browse damage to forest 

understories there is no difference between a female and a male deer.  We are also very concerned that the original intent of 

the DMAP program – allowing land managers to manage the herd in a more local way to achieve their land management 

objectives – has been lost by subtracting DMAP allocations from WMU total allocations.  The new regulations will force 

forests, both public and private, to actually carry more deer than they are currently.  This is exactly what our forest land 

managers do not want to happen.   

 Our members wish to thank your staff and yourself for attempting to manage the deer herd within the carrying capacity 

of Commonwealth’s various ecosystems.  Foresters across the state in many areas are seeing noticeable improvements in the 

species composition and size of advanced regeneration in forested understories.  These improvements are most dramatic in 

the deep woods of the northern tier counties which have little farmland to blunt much of the browsing pressure.  The 

situation has improved to the point in some areas previous regeneration failures and semi open orchard stands are beginning 

show signs of recovery with blackberry briars and pioneer tree species appearing throughout the site.  We believe that it is 

very important to continue to work with the Forest Service, the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, with 

other large forest landowners, and with those who manage your own forest inventory to collect scientifically rigorous data 

on these changes in forest habitat health.  With a larger data base, you will be able to address your desire to make timely 

changes in deer management that incorporate a forest habitat health measure without sacrificing scientific credibility.  Those 

of us who hunt are seeing larger, healthier deer with the corresponding increase in the quality of the racks on bucks, all signs 

of improving habitat conditions.  All of these improvements can be lost in just a short period of time if the Board of 

Commissioner’s continues on their recent course. 

 The land ethic canon of the Society of Americans Foresters Code of Ethics states forests ecosystems should be passed 

onto future generations intact and functioning.  The foresters of the Pennsylvania Division believe the current deer herd 

management issues will have a tremendous impact on our ability to fulfill this ethic.  We realize there is more to 

Pennsylvania’s forests than sawlogs and deer, and we work to sustain the full suite of values and benefits from Penn’s 

Woods for its citizens.  We are ready and willing to work with your staff and yourself to ensure the state’s deer herd is 

managed on a scientific basis. 

 Thank you very much for all your efforts to date and let us know what we can do to help you educate the public on this 

critical issue.  Please do not begin to handicap a program that has paid big dividends to the hunters and citizens of the 

Commonwealth.  We have healthier forests, healthier deer and a state of the art program to manage all these critical 

resources for present and future generations of Pennsylvanians. 

   Sincerely, 

   Doug D’Amore, PASAF Chair    

   Jamie Snyder, PASAF Chair-Elect    

cc: (numerous) Thaddeus Taylor, PASAF Secretary/Treasurer 
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Allegheny Society of American Foresters 
Pennsylvania Division 

 
March 7, 2011 
 
Rodney A. Erickson, Executive Vice President 
& Provost of the University 
201 Old Main 
University Park, PA 16802-1589 
 
Bruce A. McPheron, Dean 
College of Agricultural Sciences 
201 Agricultural Administration Building 
University Park, PA 16802-2600 
 
RE: Ag Futures 
 
Dear Mr. Erickson and Dean McPheron: 
 
 The Pennsylvania Division of the Society of American Foresters (SAF) is writing to comment on the Ag Futures 
process currently happening at Penn State as it affects the School of Forest Resources.  Our Division is made of the 
seven different chapters with over 300 active members.  The majority of these members are alumni of the School of 
Forest Resources and practice forestry across the Commonwealth for a variety of different employers.  
 The Pennsylvania Division respectfully requests that the there is a continued reference to “forestry” as part of any 
changes to the name of the School of Forest Resources.  Also, as a minimum standard, that whatever bachelor’s degree a 
forester would earn, it would come from a curriculum that was accredited by the Society of American Foresters.  For 
many employers in both the public and private sector, this accreditation is listed as a basic requirement for employment.  
 With around 17 million acres, forestland in Pennsylvania is the Commonwealth’s dominate land use covering 
approximately sixty percent (60%) of the Commonwealth’s surface area with some of the highest quality hardwood 
forests in the world.  For many years, Pennsylvania has led the U.S. in grade hardwood lumber production.  This high 
quality forest combined with the Commonwealth’s position on the highly populated East Coast it only makes sense to 
have a School of Forest Resources in the Land Grant University of our Commonwealth.  Penn State is the only 
accredited school of forestry in Pennsylvania and it has a rich and cherished history within the Forestry Profession.  
Since 1997 – and until completion of the new SFR building – Penn State School of Forest Resources alumni and PA 
forest industry supporters contributed millions in financial support to construct the new School of Forest Resources 
building. 
 We understand that changing times may warrant periodic review of curriculums.  Further, we understand there 
needs to be a reasonable student: professor ratio for the economics of running an institution of higher learning.  We hope 
that other factors such as job placement; research; salaries and occupations, forestry heritage, along with the present 
economic importance of the multi-billion dollar forest products industry that this natural resource supports here in 
Pennsylvania, are also given some weight to the decision making process.  
 The Forestry Profession in Pennsylvania has a rich history in the Commonwealth.  Mont Alto was one of the first 
Forestry Schools in the country training many of the early foresters.  Former forester and Governor Gifford Pinchot 
(first Chief of the US Forest Service), George Wirt, (first state forester) and Maurice K. Goddard former School 
Director, have put Pennsylvania forestry foremost in the history of forest management in the United States.  Anything 
less in forester education from the Commonwealth’s Land Grant University would be an embarrassment to all alumni 
and the forestry profession. 
  
 
            Sincerely,  
 
       Doug D’Amore 
            Division Chair  
cc:   Chapter Chairs 
         M. Messina 
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Coming Events 
April 
16-17 Stihl Timbersports at Penn State 

Mont Alto, PA 
May 
11-13 Arborist/Tree Care Short Course, 

PSU 217 Forest Resources Bldg. 
State College PA.  Contact David 
Harry at dwh8@psu.edu  

June 
15 Deadline for the Summer 2011 issue 

of The Allegheny News. Send articles 
in Microsoft Word Format and JPG 
photos to ansaf@verizon.net 

September 
14-16 Allegheny SAF Summer Meeting 

“The Convergence of Traditional  
and Ecological Forestry” at The 
Fountains Conference Center, 
Salisbury, MD. Registration info 
and form on pages 18-20 

15 Deadline for the Fall 2011 issue of 
The Allegheny News. Send articles in 
Microsoft Word Format and JPG 
photos to ansaf@verizon.net 

October 
20 Roach/Bauer Forestry Forum Pat 

Brose, Kurt Gottschalk, and Gary 
Miller present the “Latest on Oak 
Regeneration.” Reservations, 
AHUG at 814-837-8550 

November 
2-6 2011 SAF National Convention 

Hilton Hawaiian Village Resort 
information at www.safnet.org  

December 
15 Deadline for the Winter 2011-12 

issue of The Allegheny News. Send 
Microsoft Word articles and JPG 
photos to ansaf@verizon.net  

Future Allegheny SAF Meetings 
Winter 2011-12:  New Jersey (February 15-17) 
Summer 2012:  Valley Forge PA 
Winter 2013:  PA Gateway 
Summer 2014:  PA Keystone 

Future SAF National Conventions 
2012:  Spokane, WA—October 24-27 

Auditing 
Dennis M. Galway, CF 

PO Box 789 
Bernardsville, NJ  07480 

(h/o) 908–696-9133 
(f) 908-696-9134 

dgalwaydsl@verizon.net 

Awards 
Jonathan Kays 

W.MD Research Ed. Center 
18330 Keedysville Road 
Keedysville, MD  21756 
(o) 301-432-2767, ext. 323 

(h) 301-582-1315 
(f) 301-797-1130 
jkays@umd.edu 

Communications 
Ronald R. Farr, CF 

6 Ricker Road 
Newfoundland, NJ  07435 

(o) 973–831–3358 
(h) 973–208–8165 
rfarr@njdwsc.com 

Continuing Forestry 
Education Coordinator 
David W. McGill, CF 

Appalachian Hardwood Ctr 
Percival Hall 322 

PO Box 6125 
Morgantown, WV  26506-6125 

(o) 304-293-2941 
(h) 304-296-5530 
(f) 304-293-7553 

dmcgill@wvu.edu 

Education 
Mark R. Webb 
11021 Route 6 

Union City, PA  16438 
(o/h) 814–663–5393 

(f) 814–663–4008 
mrkrwebb@earthlink.net 

Education Endowment Fund 
Ronald J. Sheay 

12 Glenwood Lane 
Stockton, NJ  08559 
(h) 609–397–7886 

Forest History 
Ronald J. Sheay 

12 Glenwood Lane 
Stockton, NJ  08559 
(h) 609–397–7886 

 

Forest Science Coordinator 
Mary Ann Fajvan 
USFS NE Station 

180 Canfield Street 
Morgantown, WV 26505 

(o) 304–285–1575 
(h) 304–892–4515 
mfajvan@fs.fed.us 

 
Membership 

Rachel R. Billingham, CF 
95 Black Walnut Drive 

Etters, PA  17319 
(o) 717–783–0385 
(h) 717–932–4802 

rbillingha@state.pa.us 

Nominations 
Kurt Gottschalk, CF 
180 Canfield Street 

Morgantown, WV  26505 
(o) 304–285–1598 
(h) 724–627–4161 
(f) 724–627–8540 

kgottschalk@fs.fed.us 

Policy & Legislative (PLAN) 
Timothy A. Kaden 

724 Green Winged Trail 
Camden, DE  19934 
(h) 302–697–7066 

Greatnowandthen@yahoo.com 

Program 
Ned R. Karger 

409 W. Hemlock Avenue 
Kane, PA  16735 

(o) 814–837–6941 ext. 21 
(h) 814–837–6819 
(f) 814–837–7506 

nkarger@collinsco.com 

Student Quiz Bowl 
Michael Powell 

107 Sandstone Lane 
Spring Mills, PA 16875 

(h) 814-422-8679 
(o) 814-863-1113 
(f) 814-865-3725 
mjp175@psu.edu 

Tellers 
Gary W. Miller 

USDA Forest Service 
180 Canfield Street 

Morgantown WV 26505 
304-285-1521 

(f) 304-285-1505 
gwmiller@fs.fed.us 

Allegheny SAF 
Committee Chairs 

24 
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Chairman 
Mary Ann Fajvan 
180 Canfield Street 

Morgantown, WV  26505 
(o) 304–285–1575 
(h) 304–892–4515 
mfajvan@fs.fed.us 

 

Chairman–Elect 
Rachel R. Billingham, CF 
95 Black Walnut Drive 

Etters, PA  17319 
(o) 717–783–0385 
(h) 717–932–4802 
(f) 717–783–5109 

rbillingha@state.pa.us 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Steven F. Resh 

12401 Willowbrook Road 
Cumberland, MD  21502 

(o) 301-784-5307 
(h) 301-722-2834 

sresh@allegany.edu 
 

Past Chairman 
Kurt Gottschalk, CF 
180 Canfield Street 

Morgantown, WV  26505 
(o) 304–285–1598 
(h) 724–627–4161 
(f) 724–627–8540 

kgottschalk@fs.fed.us 

Ned R. Karger, CF 
409 W. Hemlock Avenue 

Kane, PA  16735 
(o) 814–837–0121 
(h) 814–837–6819 
(f) 814–837–7506 

nkarger@collinsco.com 

David W. McGill CF 
Appalachian Hardwood Ctr 

West Virginia University 
Morgantown, WV 26506-6125 

(o) 304-293-2941 
(h) 304-296-5530 

dmcgill@wvu.edu 

Cecile Stelter CF 
323 N. State Street 

North Warren, PA 16365 
(o) 814-723-0262 
(h) 814-827-3758 
(f) 814-723-0270 

cstelter@state.pa.us  

Robert C. Webster, Jr. CF 
13808 Oakleaf Drive SW 

Cumberland, MD 21502-6526 
(o) 301-777-2024 
(h) 301-729-6549 
(f) 301-777-2197 

bwebster07@atlanticbb.net 

Executive Committee 

Executive Director 
Jack Winieski, CF 

PO Box 699 
Dillsburg, PA  17019–0699 

(o/f) 717–432–3646 
ansaf@verizon.net 

 

Council Representative 
Kenneth W. Jolly 
6 Landings Court 

Annapolis, MD  21403 
(o) 410-260-8502 
(h) 410-263-1989 
(f) 410-260-8595 

kjolly@dnr.state.md.us 

Division Chairs 
Maryland/Delaware 

Kip Powers 
800 W. Main Street 

Fruitland, MD 21826 
(o) 410-713-3862 
(h) 410-860-2978 
(f) 410-713-3869 

saf215@comcast.net 

New Jersey 
Robert Rae Williams, CF 

812 Bayer Avenue 
Deptford, NJ  08096 

(o) 856–307-7800 
(h) 856-239-9313 
(f) 856-307-7805 

bob@landdimensions.com 

Pennsylvania 
Douglas J. D’Amore 
15 Crawford Lane 

Lock Haven, PA  17745 
(o) 570–923–6011 
(h) 570–748–0264 
(f) 570-923-6014 

ddamore@state.pa.us 

West Virginia 
Aaron Plaugher, CF 

MeadWestvaco 
PO Box 577 

Rupert, WV  25984 
(o) 304–392-1606 
(c) 304–573-9171 

aaron.plaugher@mwv.com 

Chapter Chairs 
Keystone 

Stephen E. Wacker 
RR1 Box 486 

Blain, PA 17006 
(o) 717-536-3191 
(h) 717-536-3066 
(f) 717-536-3335 
wacker@pa.net  

Northern Hardwood 
John D. Saf 

429 Haines Street 
Kane, PA  16735-1434 

(o) 814–837-9391 
(h) 814-837-8439 
jlsaf@verizon.net 

 

Pinchot 
DeNise Cooke-Bauer 
340 Frenchtown Road 
Mildord, PA  18337 

(o) 570–296–6952, ext. 16 
(h) 570-296-2650 
(f) 570-296-4706 

denise_cooke-bauer@nps.gov 

 
Plateau 

John E. Daugherty, CF 
5024 Route 208 
Knox, PA  16232 
(h) 814-797-1499 
(f) 814-797-5165 
jkdocs@alltel.net 

Allegheny  Society of American Foresters 

Officers 

Rothrock 
Brent Harding 

PSU Forest Management 
205 Forest Resources Lab 
University Park, A 16802 

(o) 814-865-7422 
(h) 814-235-9198 
bah173@psu.edu 

Valley Forge 
Jeffrey Stuffle 

186 Trappe Road 
Collegeville, PA  19426 

(h) 610–489–7461 
jandmstuffle@verizon.net 

 
 

Western Gateway 
Robb W. Piper, Jr., CF 

401 Candlelight Dr., Suite 221 
Ebensburg, PA  15931 

(o) 814–472–2120 
(f) 814–472–0686 

piper@co.cambria.pa.us 
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