
A few words about the Reginald D. 
Forbes Art Contest and the Man 

In 1974, Ben Stout proposed this art contest in honor of Reginald D. “Reggie” Forbes.  Reggie 

was born in Morristown, NJ.  He graduated from the Yale Forestry School with a Masters in 

Forestry in 1913.  After holding several assistant forester positions within the USDA Forest 

Service, he returned to New Jersey and served as Assistant State Forester for two years. 

In 1917, he became the first professionally-trained State Forester of Louisiana.  He wanted to be 

known as a Gentleman Forester, and he dressed the part – even in the field – wearing a bow tie 

and jacket.  He joined SAF in 1918.  He pushed foresters to think of themselves as professionals.  

He was a stickler on writing, speaking, and using the microphone properly. 

He became the first Director of the USDA Forest Service’s Southeastern Forest Experiment 

Station.  A proponent of field forestry, at a Southern Pine Association meeting he said “Forestry 

is not and will never be something which can be intelligently done from a swivel chair.” 

He returned to the mid-Atlantic to become head of the Allegheny Forest Experiment Station 

(responsible for Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, and Delaware) in 1927.  He served as a 

director for the Pennsylvania Forestry Association starting in 1928.   He was the chair of 

Allegheny SAF in 1931.  He left federal service in 1939 to pursue a private career in writing, 

editing, and consulting forestry in eastern Pennsylvania. 

He enjoyed art and would hold “Clothesline Art Raffles” at SAF meetings.  He also felt that 

foresters and their families had latent art talent. 

He was the editor of the first Forestry Handbook, published by SAF in 1955.  He also wrote 

Woodlands for Profit and Pleasure published by the American Forestry Association in 1971. 

The Allegheny SAF launched the Reggie Forbes Art contest in 1974, and it has been sailing well 

ever since.  Apparently this is the only art contest held anywhere within the Society of American 

Foresters. 

Presentation suggestions 

 Ask all to stay up front for a group picture for the Allegheny News 

 Use “The Winners Are” chart, and start with the Open Class, then SAF Student, and then 

the Children’s Categories 

 Give certificate and ribbon to Honorable Mention winners first, followed by 3
rd

, 2
nd

, and 

1
st
 place winners 

 Save Grand Prize winner (Best of Show) until last 

 Make sure everyone gets recognized by at least an honorable mention 








	A few words about the Reginald D
	Forbes Art Contest 2-3
	Forbes ballot

